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ABSTRACT. The break-down of the USSR in 1991 enlarged the geography of the international
terrorism. Islamic radical groups and organizations posed great threat to the world peace and stability.
In 1996 the Taliban took state power in Afghanistan and Al-Qaeda engaged in the war against the USA.
At present, the “Islamic State” is challenging the civilized world. The international community has to
fight Islamic extremism on several fronts and Georgia will need to employ precise, faultless policy in its
struggle against this global danger. © 2016 Bull. Georg. Natl. Acad. Sci.
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Terrorism has a very old history; essentially, it
started to take shape in 1950-60s. In the wake of WW
II, the Soviet Union supported various Communist,
revolutionary, radical and subversive groups in dif-
ferent parts of the world. Members of those groups
were trained at special centers of the USSR. In that
respect, Moscow had particular influence in the coun-
tries of the Arab World, in the West. They viewed
Palestine Liberation Organization as the biggest ter-
rorist organization, which functioned thanks to the
strong back-up of the Kremlin.

On their part, Western countries were also en-
gaged in similar activities. For instance, during the
age of “cold war”, the USA significantly contributed
to the training of a number of terrorist groups, which
used to fight against pro-Soviet regimes that were
geared up for hostile actions against Washington.
During the “cold war” period, international terrorism
served as an instrument of struggle between the two

opposed camps. By the end of 1980s, almost 500 ter-
rorist organizations functioned world over [1:1]. As a
rule, the most influential groups among them main-
tained certain links with either Soviet or Western spe-
cial services. After the disintegration of the Soviet
Union, many extremist groups were left without their
patron and they were induced to operate independ-
ently.

Disappearance of the USSR from the world map
was conducive to the creation of a global vacuum,
which expanded the geography of terrorist organiza-
tions.  Number of former Communist countries and
ex-Soviet Republics enlarged the areal of their activi-
ties.  At the same time, in 1990s, omnipresent globali-
zation and information revolution contributed to the
intensification of international terrorism. They de-
veloped close connection between international ter-
rorism and transnational organized crime, which is
supported by drug business and arms trade, prosti-
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tution, trafficking, laundering and transferring of dirty
money, etc.  In some countries, such organizations
got hold of state administration, as Taliban did in
Afghanistan in 1996.

Concurrently, due to the fact that the terrorists
became equipped with state-of-art weaponry and
technology, quantity of victims of international ter-
rorism has reached an incredible number.

Terrorism Runs Global

In 1990s, terrorist acts of greater or smaller magni-
tude took place in various regions and countries world
over. Listing and describing all of them looks like an
impossible job. We can only take note of the fact that
in 1990-1999, almost 6 thousand (!) terrorist acts were
committed world over; thousands of people fell vic-
tim to the said manifestations of vandalism.

Islamic radical organizations demonstrated espe-
cial fanaticism. In 1991, Islamists won in the parlia-
mentary elections of Algiers. That event posed a chal-
lenge of different kind to the civil governments of the
Arab World. The point is that after coming to power
by means of democratic elections, Algerian Islamists
were planning to introduce so-called “Laws of Sharia”
in Algiers and build there a theocratic state. It turned
out that they intended to use democratic elections
with the aim of creating a non –democratic political
regime. What is way out of the impasse, if the major-
ity of country’s population makes an undemocratic
choice democratically? In the face of that dilemma,
the top brass of Algiers canceled the election results,
banned the Islamic Rescue Front and took the con-
trol in their hands. As a result, Muslim radicals waged
an actual war against the authorities, which lasted
for 11 years and took life of about 150 thousand peo-
ple [1:2].

In March of 1992, Islamic Jihad blew up the Em-
bassy of Israel in Buenos-Aires. 29 persons were
killed and 242 people were injured. According to the
information of Israeli and Western special services,
Hezbollah and Iran masterminded the terrorist act,
although the latter flatly denied it. In February of the

same year, Israel eliminated Abas al-Musavi, one of
the leaders of Hezbollah [2:180].

Most notorious and truly global event of that
time was the terrorist act against the World Trade
Center in New York. On February 26, 1993, a power-
ful explosion occurred in front of famous twin sky-
scrapers.  As it turned out later, the felons detonated
600 kg of explosives, counting on the chance that
one of the skyscrapers would collapse first, then –
the second one.  In a way, that attack was a kind of
rehearsal of the colossal terrorist act of September
11, 2001 [2:181].

The explosion caused great commotion through-
out entire United States. Besides being a horrible
terrorist act, it proved to be a kind of a cultural-psy-
chological shock for Americans. The point is that
American citizens, bordered by two oceans and
“weak” neighbor countries, used to live far away from
Eurasia and other “troublesome” continents, during
300 years they felt fully protected from external dan-
gers.  Such psychological attitude somewhat wob-
bled during the “cold war” period, when the Soviet
Union, strategic adversary of the United States,
owned the nuclear weapon, which could destroy
American cities. But still, Americans viewed nuclear
threat as a vague danger.  Moreover, as an aftermath
of Soviet Union’s breakup, that global threat almost
disappeared. But alas! Terrorists attack the towers of
World Trade Center, sanctum sanctorum of New York!
6 innocent persons were killed and over thousand
people were injured!  It was an unbelievable experi-
ence for America. American police and special serv-
ices quickly identified the suspects. Their identity
perplexed American public. It turned out that the cul-
prit was a terrorist group of Arabic origin, headed by
a certain Ramzi Yusuf. He had undergone a special
training at the camp of Al-Qaeda in Afghanistan.
Khalid Sheikh Muhammad of Kuwait was one of the
members of the group; later, he became the main per-
sonage of the terrorist act of September 11, 2011
[2:182].

Investigation established that initial target of the
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terrorists were UNO headquarters but the safety sys-
tem of the United Nations proved to be foolproof;
consequently, the perpetrators changed their plans.
In the wake of that terrorist act, it was rumored that
Iraqi special services masterminded it. It was expected
that this suspicion would be confirmed, when Ameri-
can troops entered Baghdad in 2003 and took control
of Saddam Hussein’s palaces. At Saddam’s chancel-
lery, they did not find any document, confirming Iraqi
dictator’s link with the terrorist act of 1993.

On July 18, 1994, in Buenos Aires, terrorists blew
up the building that housed Jewish organization
AMIA. As a result, 85 persons died and over 300
people were injured. According to the investigation,
Islamic radical organization Hezbollah was involved
in the terrorist act. On October 19 of the same year, 22
persons died, when a suicide killer and militant of
Hamas blew himself up in Tel-Aviv. These events are
the component parts of the vicious circle of peren-
nial confrontation between Arabs and Jews, where
each party claims righteousness of its cause. As a
rule, Israel responded by organized violence (on their
part, Arabs assert that they are responding to the
Israel’s aggression). Naturally, Israel’s response
caused tangible damage and sacrifice [2:182].

Bloody showdowns between Arabs and Israel-
ites continued in the following years as well. The
terrorist acts of 1996 caused most numerous casual-
ties; 60 citizens of Israel fell victim to those acts of
violence. We have no exact information on the number
of casualties brought about by the Israeli raids.

Al-Qaeda Breaks  through

As for the leaders of Islamic international terrorism,
for a time being, they were unknown for the public at
large. After the 1993 terrorist act in New York, printed
press started to publish information on Al-Qaeda.
However, Osama bin-Laden’s name was perceived as
a vague sound. Only experts were aware that bin-
Laden was a representative of a well-known and rich
family of Saudi Arabia. The family gained immense
capital thanks to the construction business; how-

ever, in 1980s, Osama left the family business and
took a new road. In 1979, he departed to Afghanistan
to fight against Soviet troops. According to Michael
Shore, former CIA employee, at that time, they had
information regarding Osama, although they did not
contact him directly. After the Soviet troops left Af-
ghanistan, bin-Laden found a new enemy: he engaged
in the war against the USA. He moved to Sudan and
established terrorist bases there. In 1994, he was de-
prived the citizenship of Saudi Arabia and in 1996,
due to the pressure on the part of the USA, he was
evicted from Sudan as well. He returned to Afghani-
stan and commenced to build up the global network
of his organization Al-Qaeda. By that time, he had
about 3 thousand trained warriors under his control.
He masterminded terrorist acts against American
troops in Yemen (1992), Somalia (1993), Saudi Arabia
(1996). Osama had close contacts with other Islamic
terrorist groups, namely, Egyptian jihad [2:192-193].

Bin-Laden’s warriors were engaged in fights in
Somalia, Eritrea, Afghanistan, Tajikistan and Yemen.
According to various data, in 1993, he was in Bosnia,
in 1995 – in Albania. As of 1995, Osama bin-Laden’s
representative in the North Caucasus, field com-
mander Hattab actively participated in the Chechen
armed conflict. Only in 2002, Russian special service
managed to eliminate him [2:193].

Osama bin-Laden reached the heights of “star-
dom” of terrorism thanks to two simultaneous tre-
mendous explosions in 1998, in Nairobi, Kenya and
in Dar es Salam, Tanzania.

On August 7, in 1998, explosion of mined truck in
Nairobi killed 212 persons and injured 4 thousand;
while in Dar es Salaam, 11 persons died and 85 peo-
ple were injured. 12 Americans were among the peo-
ple killed in the terrorist act in Nairobi.

Al-Qaeda claimed responsibility for the terrorist
acts from the very beginning. By those big-scale ex-
plosions, bin-Laden, in his own way, marked the 7th

anniversary of deploying American troops in his na-
tive Saudi Arabia (it happened during the war against
Iraq). Although the fact that most of the people, who
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perished in the explosions, were Africans and so-
called brother Muslims, didn’t bother him.

Washington reacted to the explosions immedi-
ately: missile blows were dealt on the terrorist camps
in Afghanistan as well on pharmaceutical plants in
Sudan, where, according to the data of American in-
telligence, they were producing biological weapons.
Apparently, Al-Qaeda suffered comprehensive losses
due to that attack, since it acutely overreacted to it.
After the explosion, Osama was put on the list of ten
most dangerous terrorists; while as the aftermath of
September 11, 2001 terrorist act, during 10 conse-
quent years, he was viewed as the greatest enemy of
the USA. Eventually, 8 terrorists (including bin-
Laden) out of a 21-men list of the authors and partici-
pants, involved in the explosions of embassies, were
eliminated [2:194].

Taliban Takes over Afghanistan

In 1996, after heavy and ruthless fights, the Taliban
overran the Capital of Afghanistan (“Talibe” in Ara-
bic means “student”). In the greater part of the coun-
try, they established an extremely radical Islamic re-
gime. In the history of the 20th century it is not infre-
quent, when a terrorist organization gets hold of
power in the country. Among them were “red Khmers”,
who organized genocide in Cambodia, in 1970. Ac-
cording to present-day criteria, German Nazis and
Russian Bolshevik party were terrorist organizations.
However, Afghanistan is an issue in its own right:
phenomenon of the Taliban is still a topical problem
and Georgian servicemen are actively involved in the
international campaign against them.

In general, Taliban is the product of total
destabilization of Afghanistan, which was caused by
the Soviet intervention in 1980s. When the defeated
Soviet troops left the country in 1989, the rebels threw
off the pro-Soviet regime and in downtown Kabul
they brutally killed Mohammad Najibullah, its leader
(1992).  Reign of total chaos and outrage set in the
country. Most of political powers and armed groups
agreed on division of power; they set up provisional

government and gave to Afghanistan the name of
Islamic State. Neighboring Islamic countries unfolded
their struggle to build up regional influence, which
increased polarization of exhausted Afghanistan.
Pakistan, Iran and Saudi Arabia proved to be most
zealous among those countries. For instance, Paki-
stan viewed Afghanistan as insurance of its own
safety, in the context of building its “strategic depth”.
Thanks to the support of Pakistan’s effective special
services (Inter-Services Intelligence, ISI), financial
and military aid, in Kandahar they organized an armed
group of the Taliban, headed by Mullah Omar. By
1994, a number of Afghan Provinces were under the
control of the Taliban, who were establishing laws of
Sharia and strict religious norms in those parts of the
country. From the very start, the Taliban relied on
Pashtun tribes, who make up majority of Afghan popu-
lation [3:18]. In 1995, Taliban undertook an assault
against Kabul but coalition forces, headed by the
Minister of Defense Ahmad Shah Massoud, defeated
them. The Taliban retreated, rallied their force thanks
to Pakistani help and on 27 September 27, 1996, they
attacked Kabul, won back the city and declared Af-
ghanistan an Islamic Emirate. Ahmad Shah Massoud
and his military units moved to the northern regions
of the country.

According to the intelligence data of Western
countries, Pakistani military contingent and its spe-
cial task forces participated in winning back of Ka-
bul. In successive years, Pakistan’s army units as-
sisted Taliban in controlling various regions of Af-
ghanistan. Pervez Musharraf, Head of the General
Staff of Pakistani army and the country’s future Presi-
dent, personally controlled the Afghan operations.
That was the time, when cooperation with Al-Qaeda
gained strength and its entire network was estab-
lished in Afghanistan. According to the British Intel-
ligence, ISI was intensely involved in setting up of
the camps for training of terrorists of Al-Qaeda
[2: 195-196]. The Taliban created an actual hell on the
territories of Afghanistan that were under their con-
trol. Nothing remained of those towns and settle-
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ments, which the Taliban took by assault. For in-
stance, only 100 persons were left alive out of 1500
residents of Mazari Sharif. They completely de-
stroyed Istalif, a town with 45 thousand population
and its residents, who stayed alive, became refugees.
The same happened in the town of Bamiyan, where
the Taliban exterminated lots of children and women.
They treated extremely cruelly the representatives of
other tribes: Taliban didn’t spare Tajiks, Uzbeks and
Khazars. They fell victim of ruthless ethnic genocide
on the part of the Taliban [2:196].

In the famine-stricken country, the Taliban banned
UNO-sponsored special programs, which supplied
almost 200 thousand people with foodstuffs. Women
became scapegoats of Taliban ideology and policy.
By extreme radicalization of Sharia laws, women were
forbidden to appear publically without wearing veils
(so-called burkas). Public and brutal punishment for
breaking Sharia laws became a typical event.  Rape
and trafficking was a usual occurrence. Girls were
forbidden to go to school and attend classes. Practi-
cally, the ban concerned schoolboys as well, since
most of the teachers were women. Taliban banned
movies, entertainment, music, modern clothes, art of
painting, cosmetics, TV sets, computers; in short –
all things of Western origin (apart from money and
weapons).  Religious police strictly controlled ob-
servance of those rules. The Taliban applied their
rules to indigenous population as well as to foreign-
ers.  Namely, in 1998, as a response to the murder of
Iranian diplomats and journalists, Iran concentrated
250 thousand soldiers at the border of Afghanistan.
Thanks to the mediation of Pakistan, the bodies of
victims were delivered to Tehran, which forestalled
the military intervention.

In 1999 the world witnessed recurrent vandalism
of the Taliban: by Mullah Omar’s personal order,
Taliban blew up the 6th century unique statues of
Buddha in the central region of Afghanistan (so-
called Buddhas of Bamiyan). As yet, Taliban regime
was recognized only by Pakistan, United Arab Emir-
ates and Saudi Arabia. The Taliban established com-

plete monopoly on trade. Pakistan became their chief
economic partner; source of their main income –
opium. By 2000, Afghanistan was producing 75% of
opium, consumed world over. They grew it on 80
thousand hectares. Greater part of profit from drug
business was spent on military needs. Bin-Laden also
rendered financial assistance to Taliban. Hereby, main
supporters of that regime were: opium, Pakistan and
Al-Qaeda [2:198].

Ahmad Shah Massoud put up staunch resistance
to the Taliban. For years, that extraordinary person
was the one of the chief fighters against the Soviet
intervention. In 2001 “Wall Street Journal” character-
ized him as an Afghan man, who won the “Cold War”
[2:198]. On their part, citizens of Afghanistan called
him “Lion of Panjshir”.  In 1996, after he was defeated
by the Taliban, together with Dostum, Massoud or-
ganized so-called United Islamic Front (Northern Al-
liance), where the representatives of various ethnic
groups fought side by side. Massoud opposed the
Taliban’s fanaticism; he promoted national consent
and peace in Afghanistan. About 400 thousand peo-
ple, who fled from the Taliban, found shelter in the
regions under the control of the United Front.

In 2001, Massoud visited Europe and delivered
the speech at the European Parliament. He voiced
the information that a colossal terrorist act was to
take place against the USA. Agents of Al-Qaeda killed
Ahmad Shah Massoud in Afghanistan, on Septem-
ber 9, 2001; 3 days prior to the terrorist act in New
York. Today, Massoud is acknowledged as a national
hero in Afghanistan. In 2002, he was nominated for a
Nobel Prize.

In the wake of the terrorist act in New York, the
USA unleashed a military operation against the
Taliban in Afghanistan. The Taliban rulers were
ousted from Kabul, although they are not defeated
completely. Today, Georgians are fighting against
these dangerous international terrorists under the
aegis of NATO (ISAF).

Analyzing the alternative of NATO’s defeat in
Afghanistan, in his new book “Strategic Vision”
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Zbigniew Brzezinski wrote: “In the absence of an ef-
fective and stable government in Kabul, the country
would be dominated by rival warlords. Both Pakistan
and India would more assertively and openly com-
pete for influence in Afghanistan – with Iran also
probably involved. As the result, the possibility of at
least indirect war between India and Pakistan would
increase. Iran would likely try to exploit the Pakistani-
Indian rivalry in seeking advantage for itself… In
addition, adjoining  central Asian states – given the
presence of significant Tadjik, Uzbek, Kirghiz, and
Turkmen communities in Afghanistan – could be-
come involved in the regional power play as well…
the more likely is that a larger regional conflict could
break out… even if a solid Afghan government is in
place at the time of currently planned American dis-
engagement – with some semblance of central con-
trol – a subsequent failure to sustain US-sponsored
international involvement in the region’s stability is
likely to reignite the embers of ethnic and religious

passions… Afghanistan then could become a still
larger player in the international drug trade, and even
perhaps again a haven for international terrorism
[4:96-97].

We can add one more concept to this pessimistic
forecast: If the Taliban returns to Afghanistan, most
probably, Muslim radicals will perk up in the Cauca-
sian region. These circumstances will affect nega-
tively the neighboring Azerbaijan and Turkey. We
cannot exclude further radicalization in the North
Caucasus. All these developments may initiate seri-
ous additional threats to Georgia. “Islamic State” or
IS, which has lately gained foothold on international
arena, ads dramatics to the complicated situation as
it is by now.  Civilized world has to fight against
Islamic extremism on several fronts. At this stage, it
is too early to make a realistic prediction of its end
result. Undoubtedly, Georgia will need to employ pre-
cise, faultless policy in its struggle against this glo-
bal danger.

politologia

islamuri eqstremizmi 1990-ian wlebSi

z. abaSiZe

i. abaSiZis sax. „qarTuli enciklopediis“ mTavari redaqcia

(warmodgenilia akademiis wevris r. metrevelis mier)

terorizmi msoflio istoriaSi uZvelesi movlenaa, magram saerTaSoriso faqtoris
saxiT igi umTavresad 1950-1960-iani wlebidan iwyebs Camoyalibebas. saerTaSoriso
terorizmi „civi omis“ periodSi iyo or dapirispirebul banaks Soris brZolis
instrumenti. 1980-iani wlebis bolos msoflioSi moqmedebda 500-mde teroristuli
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organizacia. rogorc wesi, maTgan yvelaze gavlenian jgufebs raRac kavSiri hqondaT
sabWoTa an dasavleTis specsamsaxurebTan. msoflios rukidan ssrk-is gauCinerebam Seqmna
globaluri masStabis vakuumi, ramac gaafarTova teroristuli organizaciebis geografia.
maTi moqmedebis areals daemata bevri yofili komunisturi qveyana da yofili sabWoTa
respublika. garda amisa, 1990-ian wlebSi saerTaSoriso terorizmis gaZlierebas xeli
Seuwyo yovlismomcvelma globalizaciam da informaciulma revoluciam. Camoyalibda
mWidro kavSiri saerTaSoriso terorizmsa da transnacionalur organizebul danaSauls
Soris, rasac kvebavs narkotikebiT da iaraRiT vaWroba, prostitucia, trefikingi, „Savi“
fulis mimoqceva da sxv. amgvarad, 1990-iani wlebidan saerTaSoriso terorizmi gadaiqceva
avtonomiur fenomenad, romelic sul ufro did safrTxes uqmnis calkeul qveynebsa da
mTlianad msoflio Tanamegobrobas. am wlebSi msoflios sxvadasxva regionsa da qveyanaSi
ganxorcielda met-naklebad didi Tu mcire masStabis 6 aTasamde teraqti, romlebmac
aTasobiT adamiani imsxverpla. gansakuTrebiT gaaqtiurdnen islamuri radikaluri
organizaciebi. zogierT qveyanaSi aseTma organizaciebma saxelmwifo xelisuflebac ki
aiRes xelSi, magaliTad, 1996 wels Talibebma avRaneTSi. imave periodSi xdeba al-qaidas
Camoyalibeba saerTaSoriso teroristul organizaciad. islamuri eqstremizmi Zalas
ikrebs da moqmedebs msoflios sxvadasxva kuTxeSi. islamuri eqstremizmi dReisaTvis
ukve saerTaSoriso Tanamegobrobis erT-erT yvelaze did gamowvevad gvevlineba, rac
realur safrTxes uqmnis, kerZod, saqarTvelos. aucilebelia zusti, Seucdomeli
politikis gatareba aRniSnuli globaluri safrTxis winaaRmdeg brZolaSi.
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