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ABSTRACT. Tao is a historico-geographical region of Georgia, situated on the middle reaches of
the Chorokhi River. Presently it is included within the territory of the Republic of Turkey (the
Erzurum and Artvin provinces). In the majority of the villages of Tao people no longer speak
Georgian. Only a small number of inhabitants living by the Eliaskhevi River speak the language of
their ancestors. Nevertheless, Georgian toponyms, historical monuments and castles, and ethnic
customs are hitherto preserved. The present paper analyzes some dialectical and ethnological
findings collected in Tao region. The present article explores the word formation of household names
and the peculiarities of the settlement in Tao. As it turns out, the household names are predominantly
derived from the name or nickname of the ancestor (patronymics) or are formed by adding the suffix
“-0 5 6 “, functionally the same as -5 g 6 -0, -9 6 "ol 6 -», -0 5 6 , to the stem name of the
household. Based on the author's observations, -0 5 6 ,-0 g 6 055 6 |9 6 -m,-0 9 6 ®»-0s-0L 5 b

are phonemic varieties of suffixes. Families in Tao live in households, forming separate districts. The

principle of word-formation for household in Tao is similar to that of the rest of the villages of
Georgia. © 2018 Bull. Georg. Natl. Acad. Sci.
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The purpose of the investigation is to define the  People speaking Georgian language and

specificity of the formation of family group names and
the type of the settlement of old Tao, historical region
of Georgia, based on the analysis of the materials
collected during the expeditions. It documents the new
findings of the formation of family group names and
peculiarities of the settlement in the village Tao. These
particular findings can serve as a vital source of re-
affirming the previously published information [1;
2:191-210].

As previously mentioned, the majority of
indigenous Tao people are Turkish speakers.

maintaining Georgian culture can only be found in
Eliaskhevi. However, it is possible to find the
remains of Georgian culture in Turkish speaking
Tao as well, primarily with the help of the survived
Georgian cultural artefacts and Georgian
toponymics. Assimilated cultural memory has also
preserved different episodes from ancestry life in
Tao which is reflected through various stories. One
of the essential parts of the “old family names” is
finished with essential suffix —0sb, attached to the

root of a male proper name or a nickname forming

© 2018 Bull. Georg. Natl. Acad. Sci.
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a family group name. This is not a family name in
the usual sense of the word. It is rather a nickname,
named after the ancestor name (patronymics), e.g.,
Jmo—-o0s6-o0, 35300360, dml—osb—o,
*oLds0mEeE—-056-0, J0d—056-0, JmBgum—0sb-
0, Y4aM©-056-0, sow-0s6-0, Jmow-0s6-o,
39Bgan—056—0, **Bslem—056-0, 0dMI0T-06-0,
65d—056-0, Lsen—056—0, MOMOH—056-0,
05385000560, etc.

The word ol@sog—-m@er—0s6 contains two
suffixes: Turkish e’ ( Georgian “830¢0” or a
Evidently double

formation is new, emerged from the period of

child) and Georgian —05b’.

Ottoman incursions, when they brought use of name
and surname for marking person’s binomial name to
be specific,the suffix ,,memen’’ was added to the name
or a nickname of the head of the family. So Ismail’s
children and  their
»0bOsOMEEgd0” and formed a new name

descendants  became
“ob0sogErmemeosbo” for their genealogical branch.

The surname dsboews®y, formed from
0obosdy (d changes into b), is mentioned next to
dsbgmosbo. It is quite uncommon for Tao to have
the last names adding “dg” (meaning son in
Georgian).We explored couple of the family
names: 3ogrsbY (<3ogrsdy), ds¢rsbg (<BSESAY).
The last one remained the toponym Balazelar
(Georgian The dsqnsdggdo) in Utavi. It should also
be noted that “Ian” and “dg” (child) (®y) share the
meaning. Shavsheti, Klarjeti and Ajara use the
same word formation of full names. The last names
formed this
,,Laghabi”’.

The respondents admitted that the family names

way are called nicknames or

are “gndgodos” (which is a nickname - author)
from “Old Osmanli Period” and not “soyad’s
(soyad — last name) [see.3:219]. Others also added:
“I had Laghabi in the past, now Laghabi vanished”
[5:363]. For the family names like that in Tao we
see the word ,, Jmbo’’, meaning name of the hut,
which, in our opinion, precisely defines the
peculiarity of the family name formation.
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Attention should be paid to the following fact:
—gbo> suffix the family branches is found in
Shavsheti and Ajara (highlands of Ajara): 9&m-—
2356M900: 30wo—9bo—o,
bs@ox [gl-9bom—0, Lyymsmo—gbor—o... [4:44-45].

35x0—9bom—o,

The suffixes —oLob|-Lob are identified in Ajarian
Muhajir
descendants like Fs6—0bob-0, @@hgw—obsb-o,

family groups including Ajarian
d@womliman—olob-o, bmogsbo (<bmobsbo, 3:b),
J9Ppma0-Lsb—0, BMdgogsbo  (<*Bdgo—-Lob—
0)... [5:359]. ymeobligobo family group names
(also found in Tao ((<gmobo-L3s6’<yrmemobo—
Lob, sound developed later)

Summarizing the discussion above, suffix —056
is used in “The names of the Hut”, family group
branches, “Laghabi family names” in Tao. —ogbom
suffix is used in Shavsheti and Ajara. Nevertheless,
—obsb is found in Ajara. Functionally —056, —0gb—
o, 9b-m, —0bsb are of the same number. [comp
6:149; 7:45; 8:3-41].

We can hereby state that the same formation of
the “family group names” is found in Lechkhumuri
[10:114] and Imereti [11:142] dialects. Iv.
Kavtaradze confirms that suffixes —gb (—s6) are
used for full names and plant toponyms: ogdw@—
gb—o (comp: 099MH-900—0),3M0-56—0
(Jlamyo—gb-0. comp: gmao—go—-o) [12:72]. We
believe that ovgdmGgbo is derived from ogdwme—
096/|056, and the latter from 03g3wG—096-on.

Suffixes —096, —09b6-m, 96—, —96 seem to be
derived from the transformation of —olsb suffix. In
—09b-0’, -9b—o “o” indicates plurality. It seems
that these suffixes are not peculiar to any particular
subculture, it is an asset of Georgia. It should also
be noted that B. Jorbenadze calls derivative names
formed by the suffixes -6 (d9am—b6—0, MormGas—
6-0), —0%6|-omb  (gobgE—-056-b6-0, Fs3MoF—
0omb-6-0), —9b (3mBo—9b-0), —gb—o (crsdb—gb—
®—0) ,,the name of the family’’ [13:199]. Thus,
family-group names, the name of the household,

“laghabi lastnames” and“the name of the hut” are

synonymous.
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Suffixes 6, —9b, —gbo» render multiplity, a set,
while —056||-0mb refers to the derivation from
somebody [14:122]. It is stated about —oLSb||-556
suffixes that an affix referring to the origin or
belonging of the person, is attached to the surname or
proper name of the head of the household and to the
names of professions or to the ties of relationship.

Tao “family name” formation reflects the
history of a Tao man. Family names with —mqqe»’
suffix replaced the family names ending with —056°
suffix: JmG-mme—o0, Fogsd-mme—o, Bsmi-
MOE-0, B9bGOW-MmEe—o (comp: GgLEHowo,
BLGHOw0s60), JMPmMIsms—mmem—o0, dlog—
mEew-o0  (comp: 33boosbo). Evidently the
family names with —m@qe»’ are created in a similar
way to those with —0sb6” suffix. Although the
principle is similar, the formation is different. The
transition reflects a cultural dynamics, the process
of substituting one culture by another. Though, Tao
people through their cultural memory still preserve
the old their
Apparently historic and cultural memory is stable

testamentary from ancestors.
and undergoes minimal changes over the time
period. There are other family names and family
group names in Tao: —d suffixes: bgrsm—gd-o,
beb—gd-0, d3LGHIgO—o0, GILGHOWw—7d-0,
gmdd—9d—o, 3sffo—gd—o,
499d96—-9d—0, doMob—gd—o... It is interesting to

0ombBMO—9d-0,

note that in some cases suffixes —gd and —0sb
interchange: bwosom—-gd—o0 -
BLGHO—90-0 — BIBGHOE—056-0, FHsOOME—
900 — BoOHOME—056-0.

bansm—056-o,

Apart from —q’, Turkish suffixes —o®||-¢g6

used:  QMOLMB—WOM,  BHMEL—WM,
9o6r1505—56M, 89JHO—wsM, 39008—mg®, 3M3M0—
@960, Yso—o... Very often —90 and —0o6||-
@96 suffixes are used next to each other: goowgd—
0 — 4otdmo—o®, 99000-90—0 — d900d—g6.

Family name gms@ogm was found as the surname

were

with rare formation. We believe it is a nickname, the
meaning of which falls into oblivion.
various

Tao family group names have

structures. They are formed by means of:
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Proper 39hgmgdo0,
doobgdol[do®mobosbo, etc.
Craft names: bemyxosbo,

noun: 09do6osbo,
(muslimmoollah),
J9dowegbo, (dog caretaker), etc.

Nicknames: B s00bolBegmsmgdo,
39060 (3Mosbo - a nickname given to
Turkish people by Georgians), mwammosbo, etc.

Origin: §gs0gero, etc.

Other groups can also be identified.

Family-group names living in the village are
particularly identified through the structure of the
settlement. It is important that geographical names
preserved the names of the groups who still live here,
as well the names of the family groups not residing
there anymore. That is further proofthat “the language

EERNT3

ofthe land” is stable and “toponym” “remembers” the
one that was forgotten by the village.

Name of the places connected with family
group names, preserved plural forms (Nariani).
However, in some expressions only one 6’ sound
(instead of —0s6°6’ they say ian’).

Names of the living areas connected with

family group names were formed by —go» suffix:

Kvabagi: d35090gmo,  5owsm®gomo||go-
OMJOO...

Utavi: 30600069000, 3oe0sbsm’||30e0Tsbgod’,
Bobligo’...

Zghapori: 230M3Mmg0’, Fo300mgm’,

Fgo’, 3mbobgm’, §dsbgo’, bebowgom’...

One of the main functions of —go -suffix is to
form geographical names from anthroponomics
[see. 8:7; 15:21]. Nevertheless, there are also some
other opinions in Kartvelology.

We should note that Utavi and Zghapori are
Turkish, but the villages preserved Georgian
pattern of formation for family group names:

With  suffix—qd:
GOMOOMMIdO;

The suffix —qd° was replaced by Turkish —
@O|-g®  in
QJ3ILID, SXOFOL IO, BIWIDILIO.

Sometimes the connection with family group

bofjomgdo,  3oBgomgdo,

modern age:

bmEmEs,

names is indicated with the composition, expressed
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with the following example: the first part - full
name and the second part:

35M0: 379393500, EMEY3360, fomergg3s-
60, m09©H0s63560... I would draw attention to the
fact that sometimes suffixes 3s®o’ and gd’
interchange: It is gsBg396o0, they call it gsBgorgd
(Pishnarkhevi).
sBergbgdo. The interchange of suffixes 3o®’ and

Similarly:  s®gogbzséo  —

—0sb are proved as well:  mIgBHosbzsGo —
00900560, mbsbosbo — mbsbgmsco...

gobs (cornfield): 3mP0sE gobs, 3m@YE0sb
g0bs, 13994890 gobo...

Foas (Grove): Loerosh Fos, godosh Fows,
bo@B0ob Foamos, yoboMgb Foeo...

BOICAANIZOS

539M5: (3139390 (Agara — Here: a summer
place - Saba).

©Ho: dsbierosd mbo (Comp. in Georgian
Field of Baslians)...

Surname settling in the district Tao is not the
only case. Similar situation is found in Shavsheti,
Klarjeti, Machakhela, Ajara. Settlements of
Abkhazian [16:26], Svan [17:158; 18:270] and
other Georgian villages based on the same
principles.
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93™-335M0L Lobgerms (o®mBmgds ©d GHommMo Lbmgeol
©3LsbEgdol 9Mmmo 3s30l9dMMGdS

0. BOMI35

d. Hborsz9erol 8somdol ©bo39MmboBdIA0, BoCrMermgool Rs3AIA0, 85080, bsgstorggerm

(§963m©a60e0s 535009300 Fg3zm0b 5. 5653 0L Joge)

obGmGomm Gomdo Loggewg gdudgoEogdom 893Mgd0wo  OSWIJBHMMMYOMGO  ©S
000bmeErmyommo Bsbsergdol sbsErobom 65dMmITo Ggbfsgeromos GEm—g3560L Fomamgdols s
G3mMOo  LePwol  EsLsbErgdol ghmo  MsgolYPMMYds  (53GMmM0  FEHM—3350L  Mfirmogdl
,,00GLsbYE 335GL”, ,,aN580 335MB™ (,,Es®d0” 03039 TgBLSbYE0S), ,.Jmbol Lsbgwl“ (dh.
,,B3bEmols Lobgano™), Hs8gbssE SBYmO ,,bsbgamo™ mpsbols, Ps3mMAsgEmdol smdbodgbgwos).

93M—2350L Logwmdgzws® M3l §obsdtmol Lsbgmo (3s@®mbodo) s6 dolo gwbizoom
Bsbdsmo dg@Lobgero, dsfs®mdmgders 30 wag@Egbs 3sdmygbgdmemos —osb bmodbo, Gmdgmog
B1bJ30Ms© 030399, Mg —09b—0m, —gb—m||-56—0, —0bsb. S3EHMMOL ©s330Mm3gd0m, —05b, —
096—m, —36—m|-96—m» —0L56 Lygodlol gmbgEozmMmo Labglbgzsmdgdos. Gosmm™Ao BEMm—a35Mol
Lsfamdmgdes@ 5193 sdmmygbgdosm —gd ©s dobo gmbdgom®o gbsdygolo mumdmamo —
@36|-g® bygodo.

GHommmo Lm@gmo LoygMIEMYdMS 030msE, GmI TBHM—a35MP0 XMBIOs© 3bM3OMd©EIL
©5 §360bgh mdsbls. sl Ggdmbggzgdo, Gma EHM—335m0 LrmBgedo s®s FbmgmhmdL, Lmgmols
H™3mb0dosl 3o Ggmbsbsgl  dolo  bLmgbs. sbgmo  Gm3mbodgdo  MAgBobs 6’506
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36053mdomd0s, 6 —gom (|[-sm) Lygzodbomss bsfsmdmgdo: gmBosbbo, sédsbbo... gomsmmgm,
39e0sbom||3oemdsbgo...  BEHm—g350M0ms  gsblsbangdol  mzswlsbMolom  Gsmm@o Lmggmo
35605HGHMgdOom 56 YL, sbsErmyomMo LMMmI0105 LogsMmzggerml bbgs Jmmbygddog.
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