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ABSTRACT. In the present paper a rhetorical question is analyzed from the viewpoint of
evidentiality. The research is based on Georgian language material. It is widely known that a
rhetorical question contains the answer in itself. It is a type of poetic figure proving something in the
form of a question. Evidentiality is, above all, a textual category, expressing the attitude of the
speaker to the information provided in the text. In other words, this category implies the subjective
attitude of the speaker to the context i.e. this category indicates whether the information is directly
perceived by the informer or is obtained from some other (“secondary”) source. There are three
widespread sources of information, regarding which the speaker informs or hints to the hearer. These
sources are: perception of the event, verbality and inference. Inference points to the information
which is based on logical conclusion drawn as a result of trace, or background knowledge, experience
or real-life facts. The authors of the paper argue that certain types of rhetorical questions should be
considered evidential, based on the inferential source. Whether or not a rhetorical question is
evidential, more or less depends on the context. However, due to the specifics of such sentences, it can
be concluded that their chief semantic peculiarity is inferential evidentiality. © 20/ 9 Bull. Georg. Natl.
Acad. Sci.
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It is widely known that an interrogative sentence
requires an answer. However, there is a certain type
of an interrogative sentence “which contains the
called
“Rhetorical”. For instance: 306 @omgoeml

answer in itself. Such question is
B350 Jg0ds s 96 35Bg 39ML3IZEe39007? Vin
datvalos zyvasi kvisa da an caze varskviavebi?
“Who can count sand in the sea or stars in the
sky?” 306 895930l ©oMLYMES© JoMozgen
4doMms FbotM-03¢e3900? vin seamkos yirseulad

kartvel gmirta mxar-mklavebi? “Who can give due
praise to the mighty arms of Georgian soldiers?”
(Tsereteli); bgdm 3og0sdm, Bgdm 3o6pm, Go©
3306 Bo80? cdemo kalamo, cemo kargo, rad
gvinda tasi? “My pen, my dear, do we need any
applause?” (Chavchavadze); dmedwgeol bE3g-
oo bBoo®o 3ol dmmyg@gdosm?  bulbulis
stvenit nadiri vis mougeriebiao? “Who can scare a
beast by whistling like a nightingale?” (Tsereteli,
8.27)” [1:36-37].
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A rhetorical question is a type of poetic figure
proving something by means of a question [1:37].

Apart from fiction, rhetorical questions are
found in ordinary written and oral speech. They
have great stylistic value: they add vitality to the
speech, drawing the reader’s or hearer’s attention to
a certain fact or event [1:37]. A rhetorical question
differs from other types of questions in that it is
peculiar to monologues, does not require an
answer, makes the utterance more expressive and
enhances the attention of the reader/hearer [2:54].

A rthetorical question also differs from other
questions by intonation: it is uttered emotionally
and with greater pathos. Therefore, at the end of
such question we usually find a question mark
followed by an exclamation mark.

In order to underline the difference in
intonation, N. Basilaia quotes the following
examples:

306 8mogwob 53 bogdobmgol? vin moiclis am
sakmistvis? “Who will have time to do this job? ” In
this case the speaker wants to know concretely who
will have time to do the job. However, the same
question may be used rhetorically, expressing
doubt and not requiring any answer:

306 9moieol 53 Logdobmgzol?! vin moiclis
am sakmistvis?! “Who will have time to do this
job?!” may imply that nobody will [2:54].

According to its content, a rhetorical question
may be of two types: affirmative and negative. A
sentence which is negative in form, expresses a
positive idea: 3565 Bg9b 56 30gsgom 530l dmfdg?
gana cven ar vigavit amis mocme? “Didn’t we
witness it?” Whereas the affirmative rhetorical
question expresses a negative idea: gobs 4y39woggg-
M0 b gmdgs? gana gvelaperi unda etkva?..
“Should he have said all this?” In other words,
rhetorical questions are regarded as emotional
affirmation and emotional negation [2:53].

In some cases, the author himself/herself
answers the rhetorical question. L. Kvachadze
considers such question and answer to be a stylistic

device serving the purpose of development of
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thought [1:37]. According to N. Basilaia, in such
cases narration is similar to a dialogue. However, in
such cases, the answer is also given by the speaker
in order to attach more expressive power to the
speech that is, to make the idea more convincing:
3965 qU Loddg oLy MBS sTMHZMGOMOYM? —
065, ol 56 Mbs TMZMGOWOYM gana es
sakme ase unda damtavrebuligo? — ara, ase ar
unda damtavrebuligo “Should this affair have
ended in this way? — it should not have ended in this
way”.

In frequent cases, the author uses rhetorical
questions to address inanimate objects, nature:
9009dm, dngdm! ML gerom, 3oL geom? mtebo,
mtebo! ras elit, vis elit? “Mountains, mountains!
what are you waiting for? Who are you awaiting?”
[1:37]. We argue that in such cases, despite the
stylistic device of personification (ascribing human
features to inanimate objects), the rhetorical
question is based on objective reality: the addressee
is unable to answer. Thus, a question addressed to
an inanimate object is always rhetorical. However,
with regard to human beings, the same question
may be both rhetorical and non-rhetorical.

According to the structure, rhetorical questions
are:

Simple: bbgs Lodo@mgzgewm b sMob? sxva
sakartvelo sad aris? “Where is there another
Georgia?” [3:16];

Compound: 39 65 Bogd3b sbews? Mo 99469057 56
65 0905057 me ra makvs axla? ra mekneba? an ra
mebada? “What do I own now? What will I own?
What have I owned?” [4:139];

Complex, mostly subordinate: 3 {oo-
bengggerdo 3oLy g3l dg@o @30, GMI dgb
490omb?! am cutisopelsi visa akvs mefi lukma,
rom Sen gazlios ?! “Who has extra food in this world
so that it can be offered to you?!” [5:243].

Georgian rhetorical questions in the form of
complex subordinate sentences have been
discussed by L. Kvantaliani [6:48-59].

After this brief description of rhetorical

questions, we will discuss them from the viewpoint
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of evidentiality. Regarding the terms: if
information is a result of direct perception (or equal
to direct perception), it is called primary
information, and, with regard to evidentiality, it is
called directly evidential or non-evidential; if
information is obtained from a different source, it
is called secondary, whereas, from the viewpoint of
evidentiality, it is termed indirectly evidential or
evidential. For directly obtained information, we
use the term Non-evidential, whereas for the
information obtained from a different source, we
use the term Evidential.

It is well known that evidentiality is, above all,
a textual category expressing the relation between
the information given in the text and the informer.
In other words, this category denotes the subjective
attitude of the speaker to the context, i.e. this
category defines whether the information is directly
perceived by the speaker or it has been obtained
from some other source (“secondary”) [7].

There are three most usuall sources of
information, regarding which the speaker informs
the hearer:

e Perception of the event
e Verbality
e Inference

In the list above-mentioned, inference means
information based on logical conclusion derived
from trace, background knowledge, experience and
of real life events [8].

We argue that certain rhetorical questions are
evidential and based on inference.

As mentioned above, a rhetorical question is a
type of poetic figure proving something by means
of a question. Taking this definition into account,
we can easily perceive the inferential nature of
rhetorical questions, because one can prove
something only basing on information derived from
logical conclusions. In most cases, such
information is based on facts known to the speaker.
That is why a rhetorical question does not require
any answer, i.e. the speaker proves something

inferred by him/her (or known to him/her) using the
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form of a question. Since a rhetorical question may
be based on the inferential source, it can be
considered as evidential.

The fact that a rhetorical question does not
require an answer is not sufficient for considering
such sentence as evidential, because there are other
types of questions not requiring an answer, for
instance, a question said in response to a question.
L. Kvachadze gives the following examples: — Gm-
24®6 IMInOHEO? — MO 0MbOS, d30m? — rogor
mosordi? — ra gitxra, svilo? “— How did you get
away? — What can [ say, my child?”
(Chavchavadze., 195); sbeoo — 996 G Jo®GHm
©MRJd0? — 030mbs 39LMI. — FoMFGHM Mo©
©5360Pgd0? bmao Bl qmerdosyg Bsobgg,
5000960 dLsMBH9d0 d0Bob axla sen rom marfo
darcebi? — ikitxa kesom. — marto rad davrcebi?
z2o0gi cems gulsiac caixede, ramdeni byartebi mizs
“What will become of you now that you remain
alone? — asked Keso. — Why [do you say that] I will
remain alone? I have so many little birds (children)
in my heart” (Chavchavadze, 446) [1:36]. The
interrogative sentences uttered in response to
questions: — M5 0mbMs, 30¢om? — ra gitxra,
svilo? “What can I say, my child?” and — 3s6@&Hm
50 ©36M9hgd0? — marto rad davréebi “— Why
[do you say that] I will remain alone?” Do not
require answers, but these sentences do not prove
anything based on the source of inference, hence,
they are not rhetorical, therefore, they cannot be
considered evidential.

The semantics of doubt present in some
rhetorical questions serves to pertain rhetorical
questions to evidential. This semantics of doubt
distinguishes a rhetorical question from an
ordinary interrogative sentence. Let us consider
the example above-mentioned: 306 dmoieol 53
LoddobogoL?! vin moiclis am sakmistvis?! “Who
will have time to do this job?!” As mentioned
above, if one really enquires about the person who
will do the job, it is an ordinary interrogative
sentence, but, if we express doubt that no one will
be willing to do the job, it means that the doubt is
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based on the inferential knowledge of the speaker.
Therefore, the utterance is epistemic; it is based
on the source of information, hence, the utterance
is evidential.

A rhetorical question may be non-evidential if
the question and the implied answer are based on
perception. For instance, when someone tries a
highly-praised new dish and does not like it, he
says: gl oMol gqdMogo es aris gemrieli? “You
call this tasty?” The question is rhetorical but non-
evidential. Such non-evidential rhetorical questions
are mostly related to unexpected direct perception
and remind of the formal coincidence of
evidentiality with admirative utterances. In such
cases the same sentence is evidential in one context
(based on verbal or inferential source) and non-
evidential in another context where perception is
direct and the speaker does not mention the source.
For instance:

1. 588md9b, 353gl OO Lobero sm89bgdos
amboben, pavles didi saxli ausenebia “They say

Pavle has built a large house”. Evidential,

source — verbal;
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2. 353wgb 0O Lobwo sdgbgdos pavies didi
saxli ausenebia “Pavle must have built a large
house”. The speaker learnt that Pavle needed a

of construction materials.

large amount

Therefore, he drew a logical conclusion
concerning the size of the house. Evidential;
source — inferential;

3. The speaker sees Pavle’s house for the first
time: 0O (/Gsdbgers) Lobero smdgbgdos!
didi (/ramxela) saxli ausenebia “What a large

built!”

semantic category — admirative.

house Pavle has Non-evidential,

Thus, to a certain extent, the evidentiality of a
rhetorical question depends on the context.
However, taking into account the specifics of such
sentences, it can be concluded that in most cases
their chief semantic peculiarity is inferential

evidentiality.

The paper was supported by Shota Rustaveli
National Science Foundation of Georgia, project
#217300 “The Category of Evidentiality in the

Kartvelian Languages”.
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