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Goderdzi Pass is situated on Arsiani ridge at the source of the river Dzindze of the right tributary of
Kvabliani at the height of 2025 meters. Goderdzi Pass is located at the crossroad of Georgian
historical provinces Samtskhe and Ajara. Accordingly it is a buffer zone of the population of the
Mtkvari and the Chorokhi basin, from which both sides are connected to the regions of the Black Sea
on one hand and to the regions of the Caspian Sea on the other hand by the relevant communication
roads. That is what the transit trade was developed and cultural values passed on by Goderdzi Pass.
Therefore the territory situated between the Black and the Caspian Seas was an important
communication zone in the history. The region placed between the old Anatolian civilizations and the
Northern nomadic tribes was the meeting place for the cultures. The Caucasian ridge itself played
the significant role representing the natural border and the border between two different cultures as
well. In that territorial entity the strategic location of Goderdzi Pass had to condition the settlement
of the people. Especially in the coniferous forest zone of Beshumi paved cart and horse roads are
confirmation to it. In the Early and High Middle Ages the communication between the population of
the Black Sea and the river Chorokhi Basin was developed by that way. The residents of the
cyclopean underground dwellings of Goderdzi Pass must have been the warranty to the safe traffic
and caravan escorts at the same time. © 2024 Bull. Georg. Natl. Acad. Sci.
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Goderdzi Pass is situated on the Arsiani Ridge, at transit routes since the ancient times. Thus, its
the source of the Ajaristskali River, between  strategic location stipulated the fact that the
Samtskhe and Ajara. Goderdzi Pass, located on the ~ ongoing political and economic processes were
watershed ridge of the Black Sea and Caspian Sea  constantly reflected on this region. This opinion is

Basin, has been one of the most important trade-  proved with the ruins of settlements of different
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periods, which were found in the surroundings of
the Goderdzi Pass. With the abundance of ancient
settlements, the resort of Beshumi is particularly
distinguished.

The interest of scientific circles about the ruins
located near the resort of Beshumi was first shown
in the 50s of the 20th century [1: 48, 49; 2]. In the
1960s, a group of staff of the Batumi Scientific-
Research Institute of the Georgian Academy of
Sciences visited the Beshumi surroundings and
raised the issue of studying the ruins of the old
settlements. In 1972, the archaeological expedition
of the southwestern Georgia of the same institute
carried out prospecting works near Beshumi and
marked a number of ruins of the medieval times.
According to the expedition reporting materials, it
is thought that there might have been the settlement
of human beings of the 7th-6th millennia BC, a new
Stone Age, Neolithic era in Beshumi area. There
was also the opinion that there might have been the
settlements of the Eneolithic-Copper Ages in this
zone [3-7]. In 1995-1999, the expedition of the
Batumi Scientific-Research Institute renewed the
works on the territory of Beshumi and Goderdzi
Pass. This time the purpose was to study material
and spiritual culture, economic life and social
relationships of the local population. At the same
time, special attention was paid to the old
settlements of the Beshumi forest area, where small
archeological excavations were carried out [8-12].
In 2018 Batumi Shota Rustaveli State University
resumed studying of Beshumi ruins of settlements
within the target scientific research project —
“Goderdzi Pass History and Ethno-archeology”.

Archaeological were works carried out within
the framework of Targeted Scientific Research
Project "Goderdzi Pass and Ethno-archeology" by
Batumi State University 2018. The resort Beshumi
is located 7 km away from Goderdzi Pass in the
Potskhovi Gorge, in the
“Beshumis Tskali” — the right affluent of the River
Dzindze. The selected old settlements are located

headwaters of the

within 2-3 kilometers away in the North-East of
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Beshumi resort. Nowadays they are called as
“Nakalakari” — archaeopolis. There is a cemetary at
the end of the "Nakalakari", which is known by the
name of "Meselughi". The settlements are located
at an elevation of 1850-1900 meters above the sea
level, on the eastern slopes of the Goderdzi Ridge
in the Arsiani Mountains.

"Nakalakari" is covered with coniferous forest.
It combines three settlement and cemetery hills
near the “Didiieilis Tskali” — a left affluent of the
river BeshumisTskali. The settlement is composed
of large complexes that are located in one straight
line of the three elevated hills. These hills are 100-
150 meters away from each other. They are
connected to each other with a paved path. This
road crosses the "Nakalakari" from the southwest to
the north east. The prospecting works showed that
the old bullock cart roads, besides "Nakalakarai",
connected the other neighborhood settlements of
the valley.

All three hills were originally natural, with the
residential and industrial spaces, as well as residen-
tial housing complexes built into their slopes. The
walls of the constructions were built with large,
poorly processed, or crushed stones. All buildings
have a flat roof. The stone and wooden binding
joists are based on the stone walls. After finishing
the constructions the ground was powdered in such
a way that only the front side can be seen. The
height of these ground stacks varies between 3-5 m.
Such formed hill center is a big square that was
designed for the public and agricultural needs of the
residents of the hills. At the edges of the square,
there were chimneys. The above mentioned road
ran through the squares of the each hill. Thus, the
roof of each complex was flat and was a conti-
nuation of the central square of the settlement.

The biggest square is on the third hill and
probably it was the center of the settlement. The
squares of other residences also had the function of
“district”. There are precisely the residential
complexes located around them, which are built
with basalt pieces and, sometimes, unprocessed
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stones. The first row of the walls in the rooms was
built with double orthostatic covering of basalt
tiles. Their inner space is filled with a mixture of
stone pieces and ground. The second row of the
walls was built with horizontally laid bigger basalt
unprocessed stones. In both cases the walls are built
without mortar. Planning was made in common
principle. As it seems the inhabitants of the
settlements lived in terraced and crowned houses.
Selecting the hill for the population enabled the
locals to arrange their mud-huts by cutting
the slopes of the hill. The hill was

vertically cut and the stone walls were built, while

vertically

there was no stone construction around the hill.
They must have had a self-defense function. Each
residential complex consisted of several large and
small rooms. These rooms were for different
purposes, where both the living and agricultural
parts were allocated. At this stage of the research
has been found a modeled round clay hearth on the
floor, three-stoned hearth, bread bakery and atta-

ched ceramic materials.
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The materials obtained in the ruins of settlement
near Beshumi, for example, a diversely glazed clay
vessel, show that the settlement was mainly
functioning in the 11 th-13 th centuries. It was not a
seasonal but permanent residence, the population of
which mainly led cattle-breeding and farming.

All the facts indicate that the Beshumi resi-
dences (“Nakalakari”, “Vashlobi”,
“Kveruli”, “Pantnari”, “Lodidziri”) and their out-

“Leknari”,

bound routes were one of the important sectors of
the road — "Silk Road" involved in the international
trade transit system. In this way the Mtkvari Gorge
and accordingly Kartli, connected with Chorokhi
Gorge and the population of the Black Sea region.
Thus, the ruins of settlement near Beshumi is a
monument to XI-XIII centuries, which was actively

involved in the economic life of South Georgia.

The research was carried out within the framework
of the project — “Goderdzi Pass History and
Ethnoarchaeology®, funded by the Batumi Shota

Rustaveli State University.
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