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ABSTRACT. Occurrence of pathogens was investigated in the spruce bark beetle Ips typographus from three
different sampling plots in Borjomi gorge at 950-1100 m above sea level, collected in 2007-2008. Various viral,
protozoan pathogen species and nematodes could be observed with a light microscope in the examined beetles.
Different collection sites and in different years were observed in the following pathogen complex: Protozoa,
Gregarina typographi, (7.5% to 49.5%); Chytridiopsis typographi (5.8% to 15%), Nosema sp. (5.3%,), virus,
like entomopoxvirus - EPV of Ips typographus (0.9%) and 3 species of nematodes Contortylenchus diplogaster,
Parasitorhabditis sp., Bursaphelenchus sp. 40.7-71.4%. Furthermore, pathogens occurred in Ips typographus
from 3 different sampling plots in an area (one locality) within a distance of a few kilometers. © 2009 Bull.
Georg. Natl. Acad. Sci.
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Introduction
The spruce bark beetle, Ips typographus (Coleoptera:

Scolytidae) is a very important pest insect of Oriental
spruce (Picea orientalis L) for coniferous forests of
Georgia. At present the spruce bark beetle is very active
and characterized by a massive increase and formation
of focuses in the large tracts of coniferous forests in
Georgia. In Borjomi–Bakuriani region the area of coni-
fers forest exceeds 16.677 ha, whereas the damage to
spruce stands by this pest 20% in the average. The loss of
spruces in some places achieves 70-80% [1]. However,
when populations are at high densities the insects can
rapidly colonize and kill healthy and vigorous trees [2].

Proceeding from biological particularities it is diffi-
cult to develop ways of its control and protect the envi-
ronment from their invasion. Hence, it is necessary to
conduct a survey on the wide-spread population in Geor-
gia in order to reveal new agents among them.

The role of natural enemies (parasitoids, predators,
microorganisms) in the dynamics of insect pests is very
important. Great attention is paid to their complex study.
Bark beetles, settled under bark in one biotope, are as-
sisted by various species of microbes and nematodes.
The investigation, identification, selection of bioagents
and study of their role in the number of dynamics, serve
as a basis for the development of biological protection
of conifer forest from Ips typographus in the future and
assumes one of the important places in integrated pest
management (IPM).

The occurrence and epizootiology of pathogens in
bark beetles is one of the least studied aspects in their
population dynamics. Recent studies produced evidence
on several new pathogen species in bark beetles [3-11].
The aim of the present investigations, of identification
of bioagents occurring in the populations of Borjomi
gorge forest of Georgia, were focused on the complex of
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pathogens of bark beetles as a great potential of biologi-
cal control agents due to their ability to develop strong
epizootics that result in natural regulation of Ips
typographus populations.

Material and Methods
The survey of Ips typographus investigation were

carried out in spring of 2007- 2008 (in the same month
of May) in two different forest district sampling plots -
Libani (1100 m a.s.l), Tsagveri (1000 m a.s.l) and Daba
(950 m a.s.l) of Borjomi–Bakuriani gorge (800-1300
a.s.λ=41°48′20′′– α =43°29′40′′).

Adults of bark beetle were collected by cutting in-
fested log sections from spruce trees or by peeling off
infested bark or directly taking out of their galleries in
the phloem. Log sections and bark with beetles were
brought to the laboratory and kept at 15 ±1°C in a re-
frigerator. Beetles were dissected immediately after col-
lection. Only living or slowly moving beetles were re-
moved from their galleries every day and were exam-
ined first for macroorganisms, using a stereomicroscope
(magnification 8-16-32- 56x). Subsequently, beetles were
dissected and whole gut, gonads, fat body and other
organs were for examination. Diagnosis and search
pathogens were conducted on wet smears, with light
microscope (magnification 150-600x) [12]. After fixa-
tion with methanol, smears were stained with Giemsa’s
dye [13] and re-inspected in normal light microscope.
The presence of pathogens in different organs or free in
the haemolymph was recorded, presence of nematodes
was noticed.

Isolation parasitic nematodes will be studied by using
generally accepted methods in insect nematology [14,15].

Dissection of beetles in a Petri dish with Ringer’s solu-
tion under stereomicroscope was carried out by hand
anatomy method.

Results
A total of 289 specimens of Ips typographus were

taken from the inner and outer bark of Picea orientalis
that were felled and sampled in 2007 and 2008. Date
and sites to collecting beetles, mature trees with large,
heights and diameters are given in Table 1.

In 2008 in district Daba forest, new colonization
tree Picea orientalis by Ips typographus was discov-
ered. These insects, regarded as secondary bark beetles
that feed on subcortical tissue of conifers, are particu-
larly interesting because of their use of aggregation
pheromones, which ensures mass colonization of host
trees [2].

Reproductive adults bore holes through the outer
bark, construct ovipositional galleries within the inner
bark and phloem of host trees. Initial entrance tunnels
were surrounded by red-to grey-brown boring dust (Fig.1,
2). Average number of galleries with chamber were 4-5
on 1 dcm2. In each chamber 3 or 4 beetles were ob-
served. Eggs, larvae and pupa have not been observed.

The occurrence of pathogens complex on Ips
typographus in different years and from different sites
of Borjomi-Bakuriani gorge is given in Table 1.

In total, 289 beetles were dissected individually, from
three sampling plots. Different microorganisms and
nematodes were found in I.typographus. The protozoan
species, Gregarina typographi (Sporozoa, Gregarinidae)
described by Fuchs (1915) [16] as a parasite of Ips
typographus was found in the mid-gut lumen (size of

Table 1.

Ips typographus collected from different plots of the Borjomi gorge
(800-1300 a.s.l   λ = 41°48′20′′ - α =43°29′40′′)

* H – Tree heights;  D – Tree diameters;   P – Age of trees

# 

 

Date of 

Collection 

Location Trees, 

Insects 

H* 

(M) 

D* 

(cm) 

P* 

(year) 

Number of 
collected 
beetles 

1 10.05.07 Libani,  

district-16  

Picea orientalis, 

Ips typographus 

32- 

36 

51 90- 

100 

120 

2 18.05.07 Tsagveri,  

district- 9 
Picea orientalis, 

Ips typographus 

22 28 65- 

70 

56 

3  02.05.08 Daba 

district- 7 

Picea orientalis, 

Ips typographus 

17- 

18 

35 60-65 113 

 Total      289 
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gamontes: 50- 75μm x 70-130 μm) of adult beetles from
all three locations in Borjomi gorge (Fig.3). Infection
rates varied in the beetles from all locations within 7.5%;
12.5 to 49.5%. The pathogens were present in both gen-
ders.

Two types of microsporidia are represented in the
field population of I.typographus: Chytridiopsis
typographi and Nosema sp. (Fig. 4,5).

In light microscopical observations of fresh smears
of I. typographus, the Microsporidium Chytridiopsis
typographi Weiser (1954) [17] could be identified in the
cells of the midgut epithelium (Spores 1.5-2.0 x 2.0-2.5
µm; Pansporoblasts (thick walled): 10-20 µm in diam-
eter). This pathogen was found in beetles only at two
sites. Infection rates were lower at both sites (5.8% and
15%), but it was absent at the third site.

Nosema sp. could be observed in a few cases in the
beetles from the three sites. The pathogens with single
binucleate spores in fat body were found. Infection rates
were lower - 5.3% (2008).

The virus infection (virus-like entomopox virus -
EPV of Ips typographus) could be observed only in one
dead beetle specimen, collected in Daba sampling plot
(2008). The spheroidal inclusion bodies were found in
epithelial cells of the gut of the mature beetles (Fig.6).
In this case the infection rate was low (0.9%), but it is
important that infection was in evidence.

Fig. 1-9. 1 - new colonization tree Picea orientalis by Ips
typographus and holes through the outer bark with boring dust;

      2 - galleries and chamber within the inner bark and phloem of
host trees; 3 – Gregarina typographi (600x); 4- Chytridiopsis
typographi (300x); 5 – Nosema sp., (600); 6 – Entomopox virus
(600x); 7 – Contortylenchus diplogaster (150x); mixing
infection: 8 - G. typographi and Ch. typographi ;

      9 - G. typographi and Contortylenchus diplogaster.

Table 2.

Occurrence of pathogens and nematodes in Ips typographus and infection rates (in %) from different sites of Borjomi gorge in
2007-2008 (D.b= Dissected beetles; G.t= Gregarina typographi; Ch.t=Chytridiopsis typographi; N.sp=Nosema sp.;

EPV=entomopox virus; Nem=Nematodes; n=number)

Years Location 
D.b 

(n) 

Infected G.t Ch.t N.sp EPV Nem 

n % n % n % n % n % n % 

2007 Libani, district-16 120 66 55 9 7.5 7 5.8 - - - - 51 42.5 

2007 Tsagveri, distirct-9 56 44 78.6 7 12.5 - - - - - - 40 71.4 

2008  Daba, district-7 113 82 72.5 56 49.5 17 15 6 5.3 1 0.9 46 40.7 

Fig. 10. Comparative number of pathogens occurrence in Ips
typograpus from different sites of Borjomi gorge in 2007-2008
(G.t= Gregarina typographi; Ch.t=Chytridiopsi typographi;
N.sp=Nosema sp.;  EPV=entomopoxvirus; Nem=Nematodes)
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Ips typographus were settled under bark in one
biotope, assisted by various species of nematodes. As a
result of investigation 3 species of nematodes have been
revealed:  Contortylenchus diplogaster (Fig.7),
Parasitorhabditis sp., Bursaphelenchus sp. They were
found in gut, on the surface of body and under elytra of
Ips typographus, also at the gallery of bark spruce. In
2007 the number of bark beetles infected by nematodes
was 42.5-71.4%, in 2008-40.7%.

Bacteria also could be observed but were not iden-
tified because of specific difficulties in anatomical asso-
ciation within their host, in isolation and taxonomy.

The comparative number of pathogens occurrence
in Ips typographus from different sites of Borjomi gorge
in different years is given in Fig. 10.

Discussion
The new aspect of this examination is the occur-

rence of pathogens and nematodes in Ips typographus
in Georgia. The pathogen complex of the examined
I.typographus was not very diverse, compared to the
results of the study of these bark beetles in European
countries [3-8, 11, 18-20].

One of the interesting results was to find numerous
pathogen species distributed in I.typographus field popu-
lations. The prevalence of Gregarina typographi was
high but showed great variation in number. G. typographi
was very common in Ips typographus populations too
and sometimes in high prevalence [6, 11, 21-25]. The
pathogen was present in both genders. According to
Wegensteiner and Weiser [26].

G. typographi is presumed to appear more often in
I. typographus males because one male is in contact
with two to three females within one breeding system,
helping all the females to remove their boring dust and
feces, in connection with the external life cycle of G.
typographi. There is therefore a greater risk for males to
get infected in case one or more of the females are in-
fected [24]. However, Gregarines are presumed to be
minor virulent pathogens [27], which evidently do not
interrupt the migration of beetles.

The natural range of the Chytridiopsis typographi,
Nosema sp. and virus infection like-entomopox virus
rate of infection and number of locality was low.

The pathogens Chytridiopsis typographi, Nosema
sp. and Entomopox virus, presented here, are the first
record ofIps typographus in Georgia.

The occurrence of Ch. typographi in population
I.typographus is known from former investigations [6,10,21].
J. Weiser [17] was the first to describe Chytridiopsis
typographi (formerly Haplosporidium typographi) from the
gut epithelium of Ips typographus [28].

J. Weiser [17] described Nosema typographi by
means of light microscopy from the adipose tissue of Ips
typograhus with low infection rates.

The Ips typographus Entomopox virus was the first
record of a virus disease in the most important Euro-
pean spruce bark beetle species, occurring in the cells of
the midgut epithelium [21]. The occurrence of ItEPV in
I.typographus was reported by different authors
[4,20,22,29-32]. Viruses could be very interesting patho-
gens for microbial control measure, especially from the
viewpoint of selectivity and effectiveness. At the mo-
ment there is a lack of knowledge.

Nematodes were found free in the haemolymph
and in the gut lumen. In the case of presence of female
nematodes it was possible to identify Contortylenchus
diplogaster in the haemolymph. This species was al-
ready described for I. typographus from Georgia
[9,10,13,33]. Contortylenchus diplogaster (Tylenchida:
Tylenchoidae), is endoparasitic nematode feeding on
fat, tissue and haemolymph. The parasite stays for
survival in the host for a long time. The gut of bark
beetle invised by J3 of this nematode. The species was
found in haemolymph and usually one or two, rarely
3-10 exemplars are observed in one bark beetle [16].
Bursaphelenchus sp. (Tylenchida: Aphelenchoididae);
it is established that this species of nematode parasites
under elytra. Under each elytra there were above 50
samples and 70-90% of bark beetle settled by this spe-
cies. They are facultative ectoparasites. The searching
action was observed in the tail part of II stage larvae
[33]. Parasitorhabditis sp. (Rhabditida: Rhabditidae)
was invaded by J2 and J3 stage through the gut of bark
beetle. The sex mature forms (♀ & ♂ ) was found in
the gallery of spruce bark. This species was already
described in I. typographus population from Georgia
[33].

The results of our study have underlined the strong
need to conduct investigations of bark beetle pathogens
in different geographical zones in order to get an accu-
rate knowledge of their diversity and prevalence. Future
preservation of bark beetle pathology should establish
valuation criteria for assessing the endangering poten-
tial of local bark beetle populations. Study of the full
spectrum of natural enemies should be considered an
environmentally safe means of biological forest protec-
tion.
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entomologia

borjomis xeobaSi gavrcelebuli mbeWdavi qerqiWamias
Ips typographus (Col., Scolytidae) paTogenebisa da
nematodebis gamovlena

m. burjanaZe, n. goginaSvili

vasil gulisaSvilis satyeo instituti, Tbilisi

(warmodgenilia akademiis wevris i. eliavas mier)

2007-2008 ww. mbeWdavi qerqiWamia Ips typographus-is  paTogenuri mikroorganizmebis da
parazituli nematodebis gamovlenis mizniT, Catarda gamokvlevebi da zrdasruli xoWoebi Segrovda
zRvis donidan 950-1100 m-ze, borjomis xeobis sam satyeo ubanze. xoWoebSi aRiniSna virusuli,
protozouli infeqciebi da nematodebi. sxvadasxva satyeo ubnebze Segrovil sakvlev masalSi
gamovlinda Semdegi paTogenebi: protozouli: Gregarina typographi (7.5%–49.5%); Chytridiopsis
typographi (5.8%–15%), Nosema sp. (5.3%), Ips typographus-is entomopoqsvirusi – EPV (0.9%) da 3
saxeobis nematoda: Contortylenchus diplogaster, Parasitorhabditis sp., Bursaphelenchus sp. (40.7%–71.4%).
is satyeo ubnebi, sadac Segrovebuli iyo mbeWdavi qerqiWamias xoWoebi, erTmaneTisagan daSorebulia
ramodenime kilometriT.
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