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Your All Holiness, Archbishop of Constantinople,
New Rome and Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew

It is my great honour and privilege to inform You that the Georgian Na-
tional Academy of Sciences has elected You a Foreign Honorary Member
of the Academy and has granted unto You all the rights and privileges of
a Member.
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As Archbishop of Constantinople and New Rome and Ecumenical Patri-
arch, Your activities facilitate inter-church and inter-faith dialogues and
serve as the primary expresser of Church unity, as a whole. As Ecumenical
Patriarch you transcend on a global scale every national and ethnic group,
and presently you are the Spiritual Leader of approximately 250 million
faithful throughout the world. Your activities as Ecumenical Patriarch are
also well-known in support of the Orthodox Churches emerging from de-
cades of wide-scale religious persecution behind the Iron-Curtain.

We highly appreciate also your activities in sponsoring Peace and Toler-
ance Conferences bringing together Christians, Muslims and Jews and
contributing a great deal to the dialogue between cultures and civiliza-
tions, as opposed to the well-known thesis of the “Clash of Civiliza-
tions” in the Modern World. All these endeavours in obtaining religious
freedom and protecting human rights brought you many awards, as the
U.S. Congressional Gold Medal and Honorary Doctorates from quite a
number of World Universities and Scientific Institutions. The Georgian
National Academy of Sciences is one of them, and we were unanimous
in electing You a Foreign Honorary Member of the Georgian National
Academy of Sciences. Allow me to hand You to this effect the Academy
Diploma and the Academy Medal.
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