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ABSTRACT. Transformation of spectral optical density of tropospheric aerosols within the wavelength range of
0.50 and 0.70 m has been studied from 12 to 24 hours after rain, each three hour period, in conditions of high
humidity (seashore and mountainous zone of Ajara). It has been established that from 12 to 18 hours after rain the
concentration of aerosols gradually decreases and the maximum of the range of distribution of aerosols by sizes
shifts towards larger particles. After 18 hours a reverse process is observed. A weak selective area of aerosol
absorption is detected within the wavelength range of 0.62-0.64 m and an approximate intensity of its absorption is
calculated. The transformation of Ångström formula parameters is determined within the observed period of time.
© 2011 Bull. Georg. Natl. Acad. Sci.
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Tropospheric aerosols have a crucial role in the for-
mation of the energetic system of the underlying surface.
Having influence on energetic system variation caused
by various reasons, their impact may translate into de-
crease as well as increase of this system [1-3]. The kinetic
model of tropospheric aerosols by G. Rozenberg [4-6] is
developed on the basis of theoretic assumptions alone
and as the author notes, is primarily characteristic of an
atmospheric condition which is less saturated with hu-
midity. As is known, theoretic values of optical param-
eters of aerosols incorporated in the model are compared
with the practical parameters twice. The comparison of
four parameters of the above-mentioned model (of which
the key one was the duration of the existence of submicron
aerosols) with the actual ones in the atmospheric condi-
tions of Moscow, yielded fully satisfactory results [6].
The comparison of the key parameter of the model (the
duration of the existence of submicron aerosols) with the
actual one was also carried out in conditions of high hu-
midity, namely, at the seaside and high mountainous zone

of Ajara [7]. The duration of the existence of tropospheric
aerosols, described in the model, may vary from 12 hours
to 10 days, depending on possible variations of the physi-
cal parameters of the atmosphere. The double-checking
showed that the duration of existence of anthropogenic
as well as background aerosols in summer months is lim-
ited to 4 and 5 days, respectively. The above-mentioned
paper discussed the concentration of aerosols during 6
hours after rain with 2 hour intervals, whereas thereafter -
during seven days - average daily indicators of the con-
centration were determined. It was found out that during
two hours after the rain the aerosol concentration was
decreasing and only after that it started increasing, and
as said above, reached the maximum value on the 4th and
5th days, which was followed by a sharp decline in the
concentration. Further investigation of this process
showed that against the background of increasing daily
average indicators, significant variations were observed
during a single day not only in the concentration of aero-
sols but also in other optical parameters.
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As is well known, physical or optical parameters char-
acteristic of atmospheric aerosols are marked by more sta-
bility as compared to the parameters determining the at-
mospheric condition. The aim of this paper is to deter-
mine what the changes are that key parameters character-
istic of atmospheric aerosols undergo from 12 to 24 hours
after the period they originate. The end of a continuous
rain is regarded to be a starting point of origination, whilst
the reviewed period is divided into five three-hour inter-
vals.

Complete information on actual data used in this pa-
per, is provided in [8]. Complex experimental studies that
were conducted for years at the seaside and high moun-
tainous zone in Ajara included the value of spectral opti-
cal density of atmospheric aerosols for a 16 discrete range
of wavelengths from 0.37 to 0.99 m (with centers from
0.493 m to 0.702 m), which are insignificantly influenced
by the absorption of atmospheric water vapour and ozone.
It should be noted that within the indicated range an area
of weak absorption of aerosols was observed [9], which
is not taken into account in the method of identifying
optical density of aerosols.

The changes in optical density of aerosols in the spec-
tral range of 0.493-0.702 m at 12, 15, 18, 21 and 24 hours
after rain is given in Fig.1. Data given in the figure repre-
sent averaged values. The total number, according to
which the transformation of optical properties of aerosols
has been studied, combines 29 cases. The Figure clearly
shows that the optical density of aerosols does not in-
crease gradually during 12 - 24 hours after the origination.
Optical density gradually increases in almost every range
of the wavelength from 12 to 21 hours after its origination.
By 24 hours it sharply decreases. This process also oc-

curs in conditions of gradual increase of average daily
values of the same parameter [7].

Autocorrelation matrices were built up in accordance
with the data used in the paper, which show changes in
correlative relation between optical densities of aerosols
for given wavelengths by each reviewed hour. Obtained
autocorrelation matrices are given in the form of charts in
Fig. 2.

If atmospheric aerosols within the reviewed wave-
length range are marked with scattering of radial energy
alone, i.e. if selective absorption of radial energy by aero-
sols does not occur, then the correlative relation of opti-
cal densities of aerosols of corresponding wavelengths
should in general be very high and should gradually de-
crease along with the increase in the distance between
wavelengths. In the case of autocorrelation matrices given
in Fig.2, correlation coefficients for matrices 1 and 5, i.e. at
12 and 24 hours after rain, are above 0.8 within the entire
range. In the remaining cases their values decrease to 0.6.
However, a gradual decrease of correlation coefficients
by increasing the distance between wavelengths is not
observed in matrices 1 and 5. On the contrary, there are
distinguished areas where correlation coefficients sharply
decrease. This indicates that in the mentioned areas the
impact of aerosols on the radial energy is not limited to
scattering alone and a selective absorption of radial en-
ergy also takes place. The intensity of absorption should
be determined by the size of the decrease in the correla-
tion coefficient.

As is well known, the relation of optical density of
aerosols a to the wavelength  (m) is often determined

Fig. 1. Spectral optical density of atmospheric aerosols at 12
(1), 15 (2), 18 (3), 21 (4) and 24 hours (5) after rain.
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Fig. 2. Change in autocorrelation matrix of spectral optical
densities of atmospheric aerosols at 12 (1), 15 (2), 18 (3),
21 (4) and 24 hours (5) after rain.
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by the famous Ångström formula:

a = - n (1)

which describes only the scattering process of radial en-
ergy on atmospheric aerosols.

As Fig.1 (as well as Fig.2) shows, especially within
the area of wavelengths from 0.63 to 0.64 m, the impact
of aerosols on the radial energy is not limited to scatter-
ing alone and absorption seems to also take place in this
area. We tried to take into account the approximate ab-
sorption and to define from three narrow areas of obser-
vation, with the centers  = 0.613, 0.636 and 0.672 m,
functional relation between the aerosol absorption inten-
sity a and decreased correlation coefficient r values:

 a =  f (r), (2)

where

r = (r0.613 + r0.672 )/2 – r0.636 . (3)

With the use of formula (3) we determined r and
corresponding a values for all the five periods after rain
and presented formula (2) in circular approximation [10]. It
took the following form:

a =  0.09 – 0.28r (4)

Formula (4) was used to calculate that part of the
optical density of aerosols which was conditioned by the
absorption process and was deducted from an actually
derived 0.636.

 Thus, the data used in the paper considered
only scattering of radial energy on aerosols. According
to the obtained data and by applying least square method
[10],  and n parameters were calculated in formula (1) for
each period after rain. Their values are given in Table 1
whilst Fig. 3 shows the changes in the optical aerosol
density by wavelengths, determined in accordance with
these values.

It should be noted that the  parameter of Ångström
formula is mainly determined by the concentration of at-

mospheric aerosols whilst the value of n parameter de-
pends on the distribution range of aerosols by sizes [11,
12]. If this is taken into account, then it turns out that the
concentration after rain increases from 12 to 18 hours and
thereafter, starts decreasing. The reason why it happens
so is that the maximum of the range of distribution by
sizes shifts toward large particles, which is absolutely
natural and is clearly seen from the change in n parameter.

The change in optical densities of atmospheric aero-
sols by wavelengths given in Fig.3, which is regarded to
be a key parameter of the pollution of atmosphere, shows
that during 18 hours after rain atmosphere tends to be
cleaned. Taking into account the results obtained in the
paper [7], the transformation of aerosols after rain can be
characterized as follows (rain is the main cleaner of at-
mosphere from aerosols): during 2-3 hours after rain the
cleaning of atmosphere continues; thereafter, until about
18 hours, a process of gradual gathering of aerosols in
the atmosphere starts [see, 6]; from 18 to 24 hours pollu-
tion decreases due to sedimentation of large particles;
then, pollution increases again for 4, 5 days and later it
sharply decreases.

Thus, the duration of the existence of tropospheric
aerosols, as G. Rozenberg notes, is limited to several days
but during the existence, the concentration of aerosols as
well as the range of their distribution by sizes experience
local decreases against the background of overall increase.

Table 1

Changes in  and n parameters of formula (1) from 12 to 24
hours after rain

Angstrom  
formula  

parameters 

Period after rain (hours) 

12 15 18 21 24 

β 0.188 0.242 0.324 0.266 0.141 

n -0.637 -0.517 -0.357 -0.506 -0.840 

Fig. 3. Change in spectral optical densities of atmospheric
aerosols calculated by formula (1) at 12 (1), 15 (2), 18 (3),
21 (4) and 24 hours (5) after rain.
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geofizika

troposferuli aerozolebis optikuri Tvisebebis
transformacia wvimis Semdeg

k. TavarTqilaZe*, m. elizbaraSvili**

* vaxuSti bagrationis geografiis instituti, Tbilisi
** i.javaxiSvilis sax. Tbilisis saxelmwifo universiteti

(warmodgenilia akademiis wevris T. WeliZis mier)

Warbi tenianobis pirobebSi (aWaris zRvis sanapiro da maRalmTian zonaSi) Seswavlilia
troposferuli aerozolebis speqtruli optikuri simkvrivis cvlileba talRis sigrZis 0.50 –
0.70 mkm-is diapazonSi, wvimis Sewyvetidan yoveli sami saaTis Semdeg, 12-dan 24 saaTis ganmavlobaSi.
dadgenilia, rom wvimis Sewyvetis Semdeg 12-dan 18 saaTamde aerozolebis koncentracia TandaTanobiT
Semcirebas ganicdis da aerozolebis zomebis mixedviT ganawilebis speqtris maqsimumi gadainacvlebs
SedarebiT msxvili zomebisken. 18 saaTis Semdeg daikvirveba Sebrunebuli procesi. SemCneulia
aerozolebis STanTqvis susti seleqtiuri ubani talRis sigrZis 0.62-0.64 mkm-is diapazonSi da
miaxloebiT gamoTvlilia misi STanTqmis intensiuroba. gansazRvrulia angstremis formulis
parametrebis transformacia drois ganxilul periodSi.
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