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ABSTRACT. Diversity of physical-geographic conditions, geological past, high-amplitude hypsometrical,
geographic location and other factors cause significant biodiversity in Georgia. Both floristic and
ecosystem diversity are observed. Approximately 4100 species of vascular plants are distributed in
Georgia. Although the flora of Georgia is well studied, in certain regions there are some hitherto
unknown plants which are not included in the “Flora of Georgia”. During the floristical-geobotanical
research in various regions of Georgia two new species for flora of Georgia were found by us in 2012-
2013. These species are: Teucrium canum Ficsh. & C. A. Mey. and Plantago maritima L.. The first
species - Teucrium canum belongs to the family Lamiaceae. It is endemic of Caucasus and mainly
distributed in the semiarid regions. The plant was found in extreme eastern part of Georgia — in the
eastern part of Iori plateau in the gorge of river Alazani (Mijniskure). This territory belongs to the
Vashlovani protected areas in the dry subtropical climate zone. Here Teucrium canum distributed on the
dry stony slopes and hills with grey-cinnamonic soil and grows in the xerophilous florocoenotic complex.
The second species Plantago maritima is the representative of the family Plantaginaceae. It is widespread
in different parts of Earth. We found this species in Tsalka depression, between the villages Berta and
Burnasheti on 1581 m amsl. Here it grows in wetland habitat, particularly in grass-forb wet (swamp)
meadow. Geographic points of 7Teucrium canum and Plantago maritima distribution in Georgia with
reference to coordinates, habitats and companion species are presented in article. The labels of herbarium
materials (TBI) are given. © 2014 Bull. Georg. Natl. Acad. Sci.
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During the floristical-geobotanical research in
various regions of Georgia two new species for flora
of Georgia were found in 2012-2013. These species
are: Teucrium canum Ficsh. & C. A. Mey. and Plan-
tago maritima L.. Points of their distribution in Geor-
gia with reference to coordinates, habitats and com-
panion species are presented below. The labels of
herbarium materials (TBI) are given.

Latin names of species follow S. Czerepanov [1].

1. Teuicrium canum Ficsh. & C . A. Mey.

General area of the species includes eastern part of
South Caucasus (Sheki plateau, Kobistan, lowland
of Mtkvari — eastern part) and eastern Caucasus range.
The species is also distributed in south-west part of
South Caucasus (western part of Armenia - Shiraki).
T. canum is distributed on the foothills and lower
mountain belt growing on the dry loamy and stony
ecotopes. The plant is endemic of Caucasus [2-6].
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Fig. 1. Teucrium canum

We found this species in the extreme eastern part
of Tori plateau, Alazani gorge, Mijniskure (Fig. 1,2,3).
This area is located in the dry subtropical climate zone
[7]. T canum grows in the xerophilous florocoenotic
complex on the dry stony slopes and hills with grey-
cinnamonic soil. Companion species are: Helichrysum
rubicundum, Cleistogenes bulgarica, Atraphaxis
spinosa, Caragana grandiflora, Rhamnus pallasii
and etc.

The labels of herbarium materials (TBI) that we
have collected are given below:

“Eastern part of lori plateau, Alazani gorge,
Mijniskure; coordinates: Lon: 46.64656847, Lat:
41.12454954, 109 m amsl; stony hills with grey-
cinnamonic soil, in the xerophilous florocoenotic com-
plex; 21.V1.2012, N. Lachashvili”.

2. Plantago maritima L.
This species is widespread in temperate and arctic
regions. Its distribution range includes large part of
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Fig. 2. Teucrium canum - flower

Europe, Mediterranean region, Northwest Africa,
North-, South-West-, Middle- and Central Asia, north
part of North America and south part of South America.
P. maritima grows in the wetlands, including the sa-
line ecotopes from lowlands to alpine belt [8-12].

In Caucasus P. maritima is distributed in Azerbaijan
and Armenia and generally grows on the saline soils
[2,3,11,13].

We found this species in Tsalka depression, be-

Fig. 3. Teucrium canum - stem with flowers
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tween village Berta and village Burnasheti, in wetland
habitat with mountain meadow chernozem like soil [ 14].
This territory is characterized by moderately humid cli-
mate with cold winter and long summer [7]. Companion
species are: Phragmites australis, Ranunculus repens,

Menyanthes trifoliata, Dactylorhiza armeniaca and etc.

The labels of herbarium materials (TBI) that we have
collected are given below:

“Depression of Tsalka, between village Berta and vil-
lage Burnasheti; coordinates: Lon: 43.857981, Lat:
41.634722, 1581 m amsl; plain place, wetlands, grass-forb
wet (swamp) meadow; 06.V1.2013, N. Lachashvili”.
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