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IZA CHANTLADZE, GEORGE HEWITT, NANA KAVTARADZE
EUROPEANS IN SVANETI

Summary

The Royal Geographical Society, which was founded in London in 1830
and whose membership included even Charles Darwin, today contains 30
spe-cialized scientific research groups, although the Caucasus (in particular,
Svaneti, as an unstudied territory) was focused on in the 18th-19th centuries,
first of all, by naturalists. Among them, Douglas Freshfield stands out from the
oth-ers by virtue of his objective assessments. In the first volume of his two-
volume work he brilliantly says: “Svaneti is the real heart of the Caucasus” (p.
182), and chapter IX (“The Paths to Suanetia”) begins with academician Otto
Wilhelm Hermann von Abich’s words: "Die ganze majestat des wondersamen
Kaukasus findet in Hochsuanien ihre Spitze, und Niemand wage zu sagen, Er
kenne den Kaukasus, wer jene behren Regionen nicht betrat”.

To this day, the admiration of traveller-researchers for the beauty of
Svane-tia finds reflection in the analogical words justifiably repeated by many
scholar-scientists, diplomats, al-pinists and journalists, among whom the Nor-
wegian Richard Berug stands out, for example: “Svaneti is the heart of the Cau-
casus” (“The essence of the Caucasus — Svaneti”, p. 5), and “Legendary Ushba is
the king of the Caucasus” (ibid., p. 122).

The majority of foreign researchers were naturalists (unfortunately, un-til
now it has not been possible to compile a suitably academic Svan botanical
dic-tionary!..), which gives us the opportunity to follow the grammatical forms
of phytonyms in their lexical records; At the same time, it is obvious that the
corresponding Latin transcription of Svan phonemes is presented much more
correctly in the English, German and French studies than in their Rus-sian
translations or in the works of Russian authors, although after the publica-
tion of “Jlymrny an6an” (CBanerckas a36oyka)” (“Lushnu Anban (Svanetian Al-
phabet”) by academician Petre Uslar in 1864 in Tbilisi, the situation somehow
seemed to improve.

Here the present authors discuss the works of Ivan Bartolomei (1813-
1870) and Gustav Radde (1831-1903), two German academicians work-ing in
St. Petersburg, in whose Svan lexical materials phytonyms are presented in the
two Upper Svan dialects and compared with each other.

European explorers, diplomats and mountaineers had an extraordinary
re-lationship with the Svan people, which is why they not only compiled a
botanical dictionary (as far as they could!), but also recorded a lot of old Svan
folk songs, fairy-tales, legends, rituals, customs, speech-patterns of the still
unstudied mixed dialect Cholurian; of course, they made mistakes, which is
completely natural, because none of them knew the Svan language. Here one
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should not forget the short but very interesting dictionaries of Caucasian lan-
guages (in-cluding Svan!) of the notable diplomats Demetrius Peacock and
Oliver Wardrop (“Original Vocabularies of Five West Caucasian Languages”,
IRAS, v. XIX, p. I, London, 1887 and “English-Svanetian Dictionary”, IRAS,
v. 43, London, 1911). These works will be discussed in detail by the present
authors another time.

Obviously, the European aristocrats would not like everything in what was
at that time inaccessible Svaneti, but they tried to pay attention to the exciting
events of the exotic world where they had to live - they had to find a place to
spend the night, because, during the journey, they sometimes had to sleep in a
forest full of bears or wolves, on rainy ground, and sometimes on the hay-stack
and mud floor of some residents of an abandoned village. Regardless of this, not
a single author of the 15 volumes devoted to the study of the Caucasus (includ-
ing Svaneti) preserved in the Bodleian Library of Oxford University has reviled
every nook and cranny, except for one - this is Clive Phillipps-Wol-ley, who
called his two-volume book published in 1883 “Savage Svanetia”.

Despite the fact that C.P.Walley admires Ushguli (“I have never seen such
beauty before and I will never see it again” - vol. 1, p. 272), he calls the residents
of Svaneti as filthy families, for whom the snow during the whole nine months
is a kind of mercy, because it cleans away this dirt (vol. 2, pp. 4-5). They spent
the night in the smokeless and windowless house of one of their companions,
Simon, which the author of “Savage Svanetia” calls a “den”. He really liked
the self-made furniture, which he calls “the pride of the house”, although the
wedding throne looks like “a coffin”, he says. Georgian and foreign art experts
suffer lack of epithets to convey the beauty of Svan furniture, and our author
could not find any other word apart from “coffin”!

Books and articles published in the 18th-19th centuries are no longer use-
ful, except for criticism. But something like the following should not happen
again! How can a foreigner revile the humble and hospitable host who, when
someone ar-rives in his family in the forest (whatever it may be!) shelters a
representative of a distant country, giving the guest drin and food (including
barbecues of Cau-casian ibex and chamois!), and then he takes up his pen to
revile the local population?! Therefore, when today, almost all of Europe and
America rush to Svaneti, not a single paper should be printed without the in-
volvement of professional scholars.
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VAZHA SHENGELIA
SOME LEXICOLOGICAL-ETYMOLOGICAL RESEARCHES
IN THE KARTVELIAN LANGUAGES

Summary

The paper presents the comparative-etymological analysis of a certain part
of the vocabulary of the Kartvelian languages.

1. The Georgian word mawieri “nutritious, substantial” is related to Megre-
lian-Laz monya and Svan mh the meaning of which is “ripe”.

2. The Georgian word tKlapi “fruit leather” seems to be derived from the
word briKeli “flat” by adding the derivational suffix -ap.

The opinion related to the existance of the derivational suffixes -ep, -ip, -op
and -up is expressed in the paper.

3. The root Kof in the Georgian word naKof “fruit” is related to the Megre-
lian root of that we have in the word oofare “fruitful, productive”.

4. The Megrelian word umini “to whimper” corresponds to the Georgian
word Kmuili “to howl”.

5. According to the author, Georgian dui “sprout” is etymologically related
to the Megrelian word duia “pullet”.
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6. The Georgian root bn- in the masdar (mi)bneva is related to the Megrelian
base bun- and the Laz base bum-.

7. The western Georgian dialectal word beKva “to beat with force” and
Megrelian baua “airing” are related to each other.

8. Georgian wkmuili and Megrelian wkumini “whimpering” are related to
each other.

9. Georgian ZezZvi “Jerusalem thorn” and Megrelian JarJi are also related to
each other.

10. Georgian waTi “cudgel” is related to the Megrelian word yorTi “long
thin stick”.

The discussed words of the Kartvelian languages reveal phonetic corre-
spondences characteristic of these languages together with the semantic con-
nection.
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MARINE IVANISHVILI, NANA MIRASHVILI
ANTOINE MEILLET: LETTERS FROM TIFLIS AND ARMENIA

Summary

The great French linguist Antoine Meillet (1866-1936), worthy disciple
of Ferdinand de Saussure, Michel Bréal, Louis Havet, etc., one of the founders
of historical-comparative grammar and sociolinguistics, the Permanent Head
of the Paris Linguistic Society and the Editor of its Bulletin, a well-known Ar-
menologist, Slavist, author of very important works in general linguistics, stud-
ies in Germanic, Latin, Old Persian, Tocharian languages, was in Georgia and
Armenia from April 29 to August 3, 1891. A. Meillet’s letters from Tiflis and
Armenia were collected, prefaced and commented and published in Vienna in
1987 by Martiros Minassian, a researcher at the University of Geneva (Antoine
Meillet, Lettres De Tiflis Et D’Armenie, Du 29 avril au 3 aofit 1891, Presentées,
annotées et publiées par Martiros Minassian, Chargé de recherche a I'Université
de Geneve, Vienne 1987).

The term grammaticalization introduced by Antoine Meillet, refers to the
process by which a word loses its semantic value and its syntactic autonomy
to become a grammatical element. Meillet’s ideas sparked great theoretical de-
bates among twentieth-century linguists about the relationship between lan-
guage evolution and acquisition.

Antoine Meillet studied Sanskrit, Romance languages, Slavic languages,
Irish, Iranian, Armenian (which he taught Oriental languages from 1902 to
1906). After having followed the courses of Ferdinand de Saussure at the Ecole
Pratique des Hautes Etudes, he succeeded him in 1891 and taught there until
1927. He became a professor at the College de France in 1905. His work is or-
ganized along two fundamental axes, comparative linguistics (or comparative
grammar, according to the old terminology) and general linguistics.

A scholar with renowned publications, Meillet, by his personality and
his moral ascendancy, made himself recognized as the head of a school: the
names of E. Benveniste, A. Martinet, M. Cohen, L. Hjelmslev suffice to judge of
this influence. And, even on the other side of the Atlantic, a structuralist like
Bloomfield was pleased to recognize what he owed to Meillet, notably in the
syntactic field; that is to say the radiance of this vigorous thought.

A. Meillet’s letters are, in fact, diaries, from which the interested reader
will learn many significant facts about the social, political, cultural issues, hu-
man relations, traditions, etc. of the 19th century Caucasus, namely, Tbilisi and
Yerevan.
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KAZBEKI AND STEPANTSMINDA
Summary

Since the end of the 18th century, instead of the toponym Stepantsminda,
the name of the area appears - Kazbeki, which comes from the name of one of
the leaders of the Georgian region - Khevi, Kazbek Chopikashvili, whose son -
Gabriel - was a zealous defender of the interests of the Russian Empire.

The documents do not indicate when or why this village was named Ste-
pantsminda. The political basis for this change is also not entirely clear.

The article presents ideas on the origin of the named geographical units
(Kazbeki and Stepantsminda).
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INNES MERABISHVILI

WHY DID RUSTVELI ENTITLE HIS POEM AS
“THE MAN IN THE TIGER’S SKIN”?

Summary

Technical revolutions with great industrial changes, that span at least
the last hundred years, resulted in total changes all over the world. In spite
of progressive achievements a man has lost something very dear to him and
to the world. “Where is the wisdom we have lost in knowledge? Where is the
knowledge we have lost in information?” — exclaimed T. S. Eliot in “The Rock”
as early as in 1934. It is absolutely obvious, that nowadays, as a result of this
process, we definitely lack great thinkers and authors.

When dealing with literature, we are lucky at least in two main aspects:
we have texts by genius poets and writers and we may approach them with a
strong desire to unveil hidden messages for their better understanding. This,
no doubt, can bring vast possibilities of gaining wisdom and delight through
new findings across the existing texts in order to prepare the world for a better
future. Many contemporary trends of science are helpful to realise this mission.
In modern philology we may emphasize the role of semantics, text linguistics,
text interpretation, psycholinguistics, linguistics of translation, intertextuality,
etc.

The present paper deals with one of the most hidden messages enclosed in
the poem “The Man in the Tiger’s Skin” by Rustveli, the greatest Georgian poet
of the end of 12th century. In spite of the fact, that the plot of the poem is de-
signed as a fairy tale and it ends happily, the text abounds in many philosophi-
cal enigmas and inestimable quotations that call for further interpretation.

In Rustvelological studies there is an established opinion, that Tariel, the
main hero of the poem, is clad in tiger’s skin in likeness of Nestan-Darjan, his
beloved lady, who with her beauty and temper resembles him of a predacious
animal. Actually, this is the main acknowledged motive that is used to explain
the origin of the title by the scholars. When Nestan- Darejan disappeared, Tari-
el, her beloved prince, plunged into a great grief and wandered in search of her.
Asmat, Nestan-Darejan’s devoted friend and maid, accompanied Tariel in his
travels and made for him a dress and a cap of a tiger’s skin in resemblance of
Nestan-Darejan.

The paper argues that Tariel appeared to be the victim of his beloved lady,
as soon as she inspired him to kill an innocent sleeping man, her future bride-
groom, to save their love. Unfortunately, Tariel becomes a sinful wonderer as
far as he well realises his crime. Analyses permit to conclude that Tariel’s trag-
edy lies not only in his sin, but in the fact that he committed murder under
the direct influence of Nestan-Darejan and figuratively appeared to be clad in
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somebody’s skin, namely in tiger’s skin, in likeness of his beloved lady. There-
fore, the author sheds tears for Tariel’s sake, not only in the prologue, as the
beginning of the poem, but in the very final stanza of the epilogue. Regretfully,
this fact has never been taken into consideration by the scholars of Rustveli.

The present article aims to discuss this problem from the point of view
of two important attitudes presented in the text: on the one hand, it is the
Rustvelian concept of “true justice”, stemming from Aristotle and the Bible,
but claiming to be interpreted anew. On the other hand, we have to deal with
studies by Dionysius the Areopagite, the poet reffers to in his text, but claiming
to be considered against the background of the main concept of this poetical
masterpiece.
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IVANE AMIRKHANASHVILI
HERO AND ANTIHERO IN HAGIOGRAPHY
Summary

The character of the hagiographic work is portrayed using norma-
tive means. Unlike realistic prose, the principle of figurative representa-
tion does not participate here, which implies the transformation of actu-
al reality into portrait details, its generalization, creative understanding
of objective and subjective motives. The hero is a hagiographic universe,
an entire genre in its historical development. The hero is not free, he
depends on the scheme, fulfills the purpose of the scheme in order to be
formed as an idea.

The opposition: hero — antihero is driving force of the hagiographic
text.

The behavior of an antihero, the action, is what is called a function.
His attributes include repetition, permanence and stability. The place of
his personality is empty. All that is retained is the form. Events unfolding
around the antihero dictate his actions. He realizes the extreme autono-
mously, for a definite purpose and therefore, lacks the living wholeness.
The antihero’s function is solid, his theory and practice form one whole.
He is a symbol, a metaphoric representation of standing in opposition.
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GIORGI ALIBEGASHVILI

SOME HIEROPARADIGMATIC MODELS OF
“THE LIFE OF SAINT NINO”

Summary

“The Life of Saint Nino”, a literary work, analyzes several hieropara-
digmatic models. The observation on the text leads us to the following con-
clusion: the image of Saint Nino lays the foundation of the main temple,
liturgy and iconography of the Georgian Christian culture. Moreover, it
once again emphasizes the aspect that the fundamental basis of the Chris-
tian worldview is a symbol. Thus, the sacral vision within the discourse of
clerical literature is created by means of symbols which have a hieropara-
digmatic source and are overloaded with religious and mystical meanings.
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NANA MREVLISHVILI

THE MARTYRDOM OF THE SAINT QUEEN SHUSHANIK -
CLARIFY ONE CONTEST

Summary

,A man came to have a rest and asked for a word“

We are making an affort to clarify one phrazal context in ,,The Martyrdom
of The Saint Queen Shushanik“. What does the phrase ,,A man came to have a
rest and asked for a word“ mean. Some questions have to be answered concern-
ing this phrase: 1. Who is ,,a man?“ Is he a public figure? Or a priest? 2. Why
Jacob and Aphots went to see him: To ask something or just to see him? 3. What
should ,,vani“ (rast) be meant here.

The phrase is observed by researcher E. Chelidze’s interpretations, accord-
ing to whom ,,a man® is a church preacher and Jacob and Aphots went to him
just for an ordinary visit. Throigh Special argumentation and ,,The Martyrdom
of The Saint Queen Shushanik® ancient list (A95) we try to clarify that ,a man®
is churchman and Aphots and Jacob went to him for advice and ,vani“ is not
house, but either monastery or a ward.
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IRAKLI ROBAKIDZE

GEORGIANS ,,WELTBILD* (GER.) ACCORDING TO
GR. ROBAKIDZE’S CREATIVE THINKING

Summary

The research topic of the article is ,,Georgians ,, Weltbild“ (Ger.) accord-
ing to Gr. Robakidze’s creative thinking”.

in the article, first of all, It,s explained what means Robakidze in the
concept ,,Weltbild“. It,s the nation’s perception, feeling, vision of the world.

According to Robakidze, the ,Weltbild® is revealed in tradition, how-
ever, in this case, he does not use the concept of tradition in the usual sense that
as transmission, rather it means a departure from metaphysical origins. This is
explained in detail in the article.

According to Robakidze’s creative thinking, the origin of the nation’s
»Weltbild“ is not in history, but in myth, in mythical vision. This is the main
innovation, the starting point that Robakidze brought to the research of the
mentioned issue.

The article also discusses the creative method by which he presented
Georgians ,,Weltbild“. This is I. V. Goethe’s teaching about Urphdnomen (Ger.
Urphédnomen - first form, symbol).

Robakidze searched for the signs of Georgians ,,Weltbild“ in the Geor-
gian language, in individual words, in being, in myth and then in history. He
outlined these signs in his creative thinking. They are presented in my article.

Robakidze created Kardhu - a kind of idol, in which he refers to the liv-
ing essence of the Georgian nation, the mythical Urheber (Ger.) . in the article
also discusses the etymology of Kardhu.

In his creative thinking, Robakidze develops the idea of sharing Geor-
gians with the sun. He names the signs of the sun, which, in his opinion, are
represented in the Georgian language, existence, myth and history.

In addition, he talks about the peculiarities of the character of Georgians.
Robakidze considered Georgians to be a people of chivalrous nature, although
he emphasized the danger that they have in their character. This is a modesty.

Thus, the article contains a complete picture of Georgians ,,Weltbild*“,
wich presented in Gr. Robakidze creative thinking.
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ELDAR NADIRADZE

FOR THE GENESIS OF BEER CULTURE IN GEORGIA

Summary

Beer brewing has pretty long time history in Georgian highland. The most
reliable proof is unequivocal datum, which is very ancient and deals with re-
ligious act of sacrificing of holy drink to the deity. Let us take to the 17th cen-
tury B.C. goblet discovered in Georgia and analyse the painting on its surface,
which depicts the scene of sacrificing of the holy dink. This scene is absolultely
similar to the rite which is given in ethnographic ways and habits of Georgia
describing the sacrificing of beer as the holy drink. Making reference to this da-
tum and information by Ksenophontes, who directly proved that brewing was
maintained in Urartu and by Georgian tribes who lived in the neighborhood,
the author comes to the conclusion that Kartvelian (ancient Georgian) tribes
received beer brewing culture through their contacts with such an ancient beer
brewing nations as Summerians,Hettits and finally the Urartians.
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9690%9), MdoEolo-mgocMsbo (107 g3.).



@30 3065830000 - 565990MMZg L3sOLYEO WOBHIO>GHVIOOD... 173

. g0wbsdzomo 3603369wm36  Lobmaomgdmog  Loddosbmdsls
909 06M56d0: 36 @s5MLS  9ocbol RO  LoBMYSMIdOLS
“Bogo®mzggemb Jogrgdo 99300Mmdols s LogmEbwobmgol”, Memdgwlsg
59BH0MM5 bgerddwgs69wmd s, ob LobEgdM@o Jmbsforgmds IMszs
L59OMSTMOHOLM s bogz9wdmddgm mboldogdsdo.

. 2099658300l IOHMIJ0Ts 096sdgMm™M3zg B3sOLYWO WoEgeo-
AGMO0L Jglobgd BoOMM 50056MGdS FMO3M3s. 535009903mLAs 056 M03350
©.209965030¢00L 306039 IMbMAGMsxz0sl “Lso bsgolol dbs@zewwo
360D (0d0wrobo, 1966) slgomo Fgxsligds dobiss: “...Joeds@mbo .
3091659300 Lsb0dMdm@ SBOVIEGOL Mogz0l sTMEsbsL. 0ao Jdbols bo@oy
LYo, MMIgEol OHMmOE gobliggbgdmwo ombEs@ol (bysow bs-
gobol), 11939 9BMJIMo  JoBmwo  0MsbolEozol  Fgloggmolios.
6905dBHMOL, 3OMBILME ©. 3Md0IGL, F92d0s EALIHBYIMIOMWSE 0o~
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